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G.O.E. 

(Graphic Operating Environnent) 
Version: i 



Written by David R. Sullivan 

Developed by: 
Total Control Systews 



DeskTop, Version: 1 



PRESS LEFT BUTTON 



1 



C) 1986 Total Contrc 




ST-Like Graphic Operating System 

For Atari Shit 



Also In This Issue 
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August 8, 1940 

To: Members of Fighter Command 
Orders of the Day 



"The Battle of Britain is about to begin. 
Members of the Royal Air Force, 
the fate of generations lies in your hands. 




If 




When a German WWII ace was asked what he and his 
comrades needed to win the battle he replied, "A squadron 
of Spitfires/' 

All you need is one! Avalon Hills' Spitfire 40 microcomputer 
game puts you in the cockpit of the airplane described as 
"the best conventional defense fighter of the war." 

With its 1,175 hp Rolls Royce engine, your Spitfire is 
extremely quick and agile. So belt yourself in, for it's your 
turn to circle the sky, maneuvering yourself into the best 
position from which to lure the Luftwaffe pilots toward their final 
earthward plunge. 

Seat yourself before our controls, select a battle or simulator 
scenario and your Spitfire 40 is ready to take off and tackle 
the German Messerschmitt fighters. 

And, just think. ..getting it up is only half the fun! 





Available for Atari 8-bit 
and ST computers 




microcomputer games division 

The Avalon Hill Game Company 

A MONARCH AVALON. INC COMPANY 

Dept. ST-1, 4517 Harford Road, Baltimore, MD 21214 



for quick credit card purchasing 
call TOLL FREE 1-800-638-9292. 
Ask for Operator ST-1 



Please send Spitfire 40 games @ $35.00 for my 

□ Atari 8-bit □ ST computer. (Check one.) 

Add 10% postage and handling. (MD residents add 5% sales tax.) 

NAME 



STREET. 



APT. 



CITY 



STATE 



ZIP 



Account #. 
Signature _ 



Exp. Date 



□ Check Enclosed □ Money Order □ Charge 

□ American Express □ VISA □ MasterCard 
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Editorial Gamblings 




Editorial 

Rambllngs 



This month, Jerry Cross (GAG) brings us news 
from Iowa about BBS blocking that has potentially 
serious consequences to all telecommunications, and 
a call from David Sullivan of Total Control Systems 
brought us some very good news about the 8bit 
GOE cartridge. Leroy Valley (TAG) returns with 
an ST Notes' head- to- head comparison of IMG Scan 
and ST Pictascan, while Tom Sturza (MACE) gives 
us a taste of 8bit desktop publishing with Reeve 
Software's News Station and News Station Com- 
panion. 

If you're an ST owner who wants to put your ma- 
chine into maximum overdrive, Bryon Johnson 
(GLASS) gives an overview of products to enhance 
the speed of your ST. We also have an XF551 
double- feature where Brent Fisher (CACE) reviews 
Atari's double-density drive and Dave Bryant 
(GKAUG) shows how to add a Power Indicator LED 
to make life with the XF551 a little easier. All this, 
and more, including Gordon Totty's (MACE) 
entertaining 'Vacation" article, awaits inside. 

MAM has been getting more national attention 
lately, with a recent article in ZMag #120. While 
we don't agree with many of the comments made by 
John Deegan, we have talked with Ron Kovacs and 
Zmag will be printing our reply in an upcoming 
edition. Look for it on your local bulletin board, and 
your comments are more than welcome!! 

Until next month, 

Bill & Pattie Rayl 



People Who Make It All Possible 

Managing Ed: Patricia Snyder- Rayl 
Editor: Bill Rayl 
Comic Strip: Steve Volker 
Contributors: David Bryant, Jerry 
Cross, Brent Fisher, Byron John- 
son, John Nagy, Jim Schmickley, 
Rod Smith, Tom Sturza, Gordon 
Totty, LeRoy Valley, and all the 
participating user groups. 

What We Are 

The Michigan Atari Magazine is a 
monthly magazine which also serves as 
the official newsletter of several in- 
dependent Atari User Groups and is 
not affiliated with Atari Corp in any 
way. 

MAM is published by Unicorn Pub- 
lications, 3487 Braeburn Circle, Ann 
Arbor, MI, 48108. For advertising in- 
formation, please write or call (313) 
973-8825. 

Authors: When submitting articles, 
please provide both printed and mag- 
netic form when possible. AtariWriter/ 
ST Writer or ASCII preferred. Submis- 
sions may also be uploaded to the Trea- 
sure CheST BBS, (313) 973-9137 (3/12/ 
2400 baud). Deadline is the 17th of 
each month for inclusion in the follow- 
ing months issue. 

Subscription Information 

$18 for 12 issues $10 for 6 issues 
Add $4 for Canadian and $8 for foreign 
subscriptions. Please include informa- 
tion concerning your computer hard- 
ware and experience and name of User 
Group(s) to which you belong. Make 
checks/money orders payable to Uni- 
corn Publications. For User Group dis- 
count subscription rates, please write 
or call. 

It's Not Our Fault 

MAM does not knowingly reprint 
copyrighted material without obtaining 
permission from the source. Non-com- 
mercial User Group publications are 
granted permission to reprint articles 
from this magazine, provided credit is 
given to MAM, the author and respect- 
ive club (when applicable). 

Opinions expressed within articles 
printed in MAM are solely the views 
and responsibility of the authors and 
do not necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of MAM or of any participating 
group. Atari, the Fuji symbol and 
names of various Atari computers are 
trademarks of Atari Corp. 

MAM is produced with a modified 
Atari 520 STfm, Soft-Logik's Publish- 
ing Partner and a Hewlett Packard La- 
serJet Series II printer. 
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WordPerfect 1 for the Atari ST: 

Sky High Features. 



You're looking for a word processor with speed, 
power, and sophistication in a simple, friendly format. 
A pretty tall order. Maybe you should look up to 
WordPerfect, with features stacked as high as your 
expectations. 

Features like our speedy Macros. With one 
keystroke (or click of the mouse) you'll set up a 
memo, insert a date, or format a letter closing. 

Or our powerful Speller. It puts a 115,000-word 
dictionary literally at your fingertips. 

To these, add sophisticated features like Columns, 
Headers and Footers, Indexing, Blocking, Footnotes, 



and Thesaurus. And on. And on. 

Your possibilities become endless. 

Plus, WordPerfect is simple to learn, and help is 
always a call away. 

So elevate the potential of your Atari ST. There's 
a stack of possibilities waiting for you at your local 
dealer, or at 

W>rdPerfect 

CORPORATION 

1555 N. Technology Way ■ Orem, Utah 84057 

Telephone: (801) 225-5000 • Telex: 820618 ■ FAX: (801) 227-4477 



- 



WordPerfec t is a registered trademark of WordPerfect Corporation. All other brand and product names are trademarks or registered trademarks ( .f rhvir rtN|Hvti\v imnpanir 
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Atari News 



News 



is by Bill Rayl 



At the top of the Atari news this 
month, plans for AtariFests 
seem to be going well in a num- 
ber of areas, As I write this, the 
Glendale Atari Fest in Califor- 
nia is winding to a close. Al- 
though attendance was repor- 
tedly not as great as hoped, the 
show was a good one. 

Dave Small was there selling 
his Spectre 128, the Macintosh 
emulator that uses 128K ROMs, 
allowing ST owners to run Hy- 
perCard applications and piles 
of other excellent Mac applica- 
tions. Dave's new company is 
Gadgets by Small. 

Also at the show, Charles 
Johnson and John Eidsvoog of 
Codehead Software were selling 
their G+Plus GDOS replacement 
and Multi-desk, a great utility 
that allows ST owners to load as 
many desk accessories as mem- 
ory permits. You can even load 
new accessories after the system 
is up and running or from with- 
in a running program. (Code- 
head Software, PO Box 4336, 
North Hollywood, CA 91607) 

Application and Design Soft- 
ware was displaying version 2 of 
the very popular Universal Item 
Selector, Regent Software was 
there with their excellent line of 
database and productivity prod- 
ucts and Supra was demonstra- 
ting their line of hard drives for 
Atari machines. And, yes, Atari 
was there as well! 

Also, a company called JRI 
was showing GenLock, an im- 
pressive piece of hardware for 
ST owners interested in profes- 



and Comment 



sional video applications. Gen- 
Lock will be available soon for 
the Megas and is in development 
for 520/1040s. This hardware 
allows for composite video out- 
put to NTSC RS-170/A devices 
and provides separate jacks for 
video input, video output and 
audio output as well as allows 
an additional RGB monitor jack 
for viewing combined computer 
images. Professional video art- 
ists and animators will definite- 
ly be interested in this product! 
(JRI, PO Box 5277, Pittsburg, 
CA 94565) 

The two graphic operating 
environments for the 8b it Atari 
were both at the show. Reeve 
Software was selling Diamond 
OS for $30. Word is the disk- 
based Diamond can support up 
to 16 megs of internal memory. 

A bigger splash was made by 
Total Control Systems, who was 
demonstrating the GOE cart- 
ridge-based ST-like environ- 
ment. According to show atten- 
dees, GOE "looks like a total 
close of the STs GEM," and per- 
formed beautifully during the 
entire show. [Editors' Note: See 
the article on the GOE Cartridge 
elsewhere in this issue. 

The long-awaited SpartaDOS 
X cartridge was at the show, and 
ICD was selling them for $80. 
The "piggyback" cartridge allows 
other cartridges to plug directly 
in, and improvements to the 
DOS include allowing over 1 ,000 
files per directory, faster disk 
access and built-in ARC and 
ALFcrunch support. 

Other Atari shows on the cal- 
endar are the Washington, DC 
area show which should have 



ended before you read this (Oc- 
tober 2-3), and the Toronto 
AtariFest which will be held on 
November 6th. Sponsored by 
the Toronto Atari Federation 
(TAF), the one- day show will 
feature a number of new product 
demonstrations, lectures and 
hands-on workshops. Atari 
Canada will also be there. For 
more info, call (416) 425-5357 or 
contact TAF's president, Jim 
Clark, at (416) 928-1143. Ex- 
hibitors should contact Jim Jor- 
ritsma at (416) 242-3413. 

On the Michigan front, MA- 
GIC has reported the October 
meeting with Atari officials has 
been cancelled. Atari reportedly 
cancelled the meeting because it 
was too close to COMDEX. Here 
at MAM, we sincerely hope an 
AtariFest does happen in Mich- 
igan in the near future because 
all area user groups benefit from 
the interaction with each other 
these shows bring about. There 
is a possibility an Atari Fest will 
take place here with or without 
Atari's involvement, but nothing 
definite has gotten to us about 
that possibility. 

A 16bit XL/XE? 

On the 8bit Atari horizon, 
DataQue Software of Ontario, 
Ohio, has announced a hardware 
upgrade allowing 8bit Atarians 
to put a 16bit CPU into their 
machine. This gives you the 
speed and power of a 16bit com- 
puter and the ability to add up 
to 16 megs of internal memory! 
And the best part is that, since 
the upgrade uses an 65C02 pro- 
cessor (the only direct 16bit de- 
scendant of the 6502), the hard- 
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ware maintains compatibility with most of the 
software available for the machines. 

The Turbo- 81 6 is slated for availability in 
November and will come with Turbo- OS that will 
contain a floating point library built-in. Other 
products Data Que reports are planned include a 
real-time multi- tasking operating system kernal, a 
new assembler/editor/debugRer supporting the new 
assembly instructions and addressing modes, a 
new BASIC and K&R- compatible C package, a 
graphic operating system called Turbo- 60S and a 
developer's kit. For more information, contact 
DataQue Software, Dept. T-800, PO Box 134, 
Ontario, Ohio 44862. 

Sbit peripherals on the ST 

Darek Mihocka, programmer of the ST Trans- 
former 8bit Atari emulator, is working on an inter- 
face that will allow Atari 8bit SIO peripherals to 
connect directly to the ST, primarily for use with 
the Transformer. Currently, Darek's emulator has 
support for player missile graphics and has shaped 
up to be a very impressive piece of work. MAM 
has always been very supportive of the 8bit 
emulator, and we applaud Darek for all the work 
he's done. Keep up the great work, Darek, it's 
definitely appreciated! 
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| 56 Practical Templates I 
= for Your Spreadsheet s 



Templicity 



TM 



2 Worksheets for a home and small business: Accounts, auto loan, 5 

2 budget, cash flow, check book, college, construction, conversions, Z 

Z depreciation, energy, insurance, inventory, mortgage, networth, portfo- Z 

5 lio, pricing, refinancing, retirement, savings, and many more! When » 

5 ordering, specify which spreadsheet program and disk drive (S/S or Z 

2 D/S) you have. Z 

| Available for EZ-Calc, SwiftCalc ST, z 

z Analyze!, Logistik, VIP, and MasterPlan. E 

m •No knowledge of formulas, macros, or 5 

S programming is required. E 

I • Less than $.50 per template. g 

E • Full user support. E 

E • Many new uses for spreadsheets. E 
5 • Satisfaction guaranteed. 



$24.95 



E To order, send check or money order to: z 

Z The Sterling Connection 5 

E Box 4519 E 

E Berkeley, CA 94704 E 

Z Or order by phone. Call (415) 655-2355 (Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. PST). Z 

Z Mastercard and Visa accepted. California residents add $1 .75 sales tax. Z 

viiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiini^ 





1930 E. Grant Rd., Tucson, AZ 85719 (602) 884-9612 
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' Practical, 
i Solution/ 



Tired of fumbling behind or under your computer? 

ONE TOUCH SWITCHING! 



Monitor Master, for the Atari ST, allows 

you to easily and safely change between your 
RGB and monochrome monitors! Also offers a 
separate audio jack for use with your stereo or 
amplified speaker. And, if your ST has an RF 
modulator you can hook up your composite 
monitor or VCR. Custom styled in a matching 
gray color to compliment the ST. The first and 
still the best! $49.99 



Mouse Master is another innovative 
switchbox that allows you to instantly switch 
between your mouse and joystick (or other 
controller)! You can also plug in a second joystick 
so there's no more frustrating cable swapping. If s 
compact case is attractively styled in a neutral 
gray color and a 26" cable is included for 
comfortable use by either right or left-handers. 
For the Atari ST or Commodore Amiga. $39.95*. 




Drive Master! A handy device, especially if you use FC-Ditto®. A single 
push-button switches between your 5.25 H and 3.5" disk drives! It also works well as a 
switcher for two 3.5" drives. 3 ft. cable included for the Atari ST. $49.95*. 



*plus shipping & handling. 
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WordPerfect for the Atari ST 

Six Months and Three Revisions Later 



by Rod Smith (WAUG) 

In the March, 1988 issue of 
MAM, I reviewed WordPerfect, 
then a barely finished program 
which should still have been in 
beta testing. I concluded that 
"most people should avoid Word- 
Perfect" because they "would be 
happier with Word Writer, or 
perhaps the new version of 1 st 
Word." I did make an exception 
for people eligible for the edu- 
cational discount on the pro- 
gram, but only if such people 
really needed the power offered 
by WordPerfect 

In the half year since that 
time, three more revisions to the 
program have been released. 
(Perhaps more; it's hard to keep 
track of these disks they keep 
sending me!) The latest, the 
August 1st version, I received a 
couple of weeks ago. I am glad to 
say it addresses most of the bugs 
present in the original release of 
WordPerfect. Even in earlier re- 
visions, program crashes became 
a rarity. 

Problems with proportional 
printing have been fixed, al- 
though not all printer definitions 
are set up to support this fea- 
ture. The "Reveal Codes" win- 
dow no longer scrolls annoyingly 
every time the cursor is moved. 
Accidentally choosing to save a 
file in "locked" form no longer 
prevents saving it without a 
password. In sum, the list of 
fixed bugs is almost as long as 
the list of bugs was in January. 

Note, however, that I say it is 
almost as long. There are still 
bugs, including some which can 



cause a great deal of annoyance 
and lost time. As mentioned, 
printer definitions may not sup- 
port proportional printing; and 
although it is easy enough (now) 
to fix this, the user should not 
have to do it, and many would 
not know how to do it 

Table of contents generation 
has problems with certain styles. 
The built-in print spooler may 
choke under certain conditions. 
And it is still possible to crash 
the program, although the only 
wav I know to do it is bv enter- 
ing a particular sequence of 
changes in the setup module. 



WordPerfect now 
delivers on much 
of its promise 

In sum, the program is not 
bug-free, despite the claims 
made by WordPerfect Corpor- 
ation they had released a fixed 
version. (These claims, inciden- 
tally, were also made about the 
previous release, which had 
twice as many bugs as the cur- 
rent one does.) 

Given WordPerfect is now a 
usable program, even by relative 
novices, my recommendations 
can change, although they are 
now less simple. Because of its 
complexity, the program is not 
easy to learn to use, although it 
isn't difficult once learned. 

The manual is also good in 
teaching the novice to use the 
program. Those who are scared 
off by complexity might thus be 
best to avoid WordPerfect in 
favor of a simpler program. As 



six months ago, Word Writer and 
ST Writer spring to mind as good 
alternatives. This is not to say 
novices need necessarily avoid 
WordPerfect; if you are willing to 
invest some time and effort into 
learning a program, need the 
features, and are willing to pay 
the price, go ahead and buy. Be 
aware, however, that WordPerfect 
does not conform to many of the 
ST's standards, and it may occas- 
ionally behave in unexpected 
ways. Don't be afraid to use Word- 
Perfect's customer support; if you 
bought the program, you've cer- 
tainly paid for it! If you're a sea- 
soned computer user who's looking 
for a word processor with more 
uumph than others on the ST 
market, WordPerfect is the only 
choice, and no longer a bad one. 
However, some of the more so- 
phisticated features may not work 
1 00% as advertised. 

Given that WordPerfect Corp- 
oration has released four updates 
total, however, chances are good 
that they will fix what bugs re- 
main. Be sure to report any you 
discover, though; they can't fix an 
esoteric bug which they don't 
know exists. 

Students and educators looking 
for a word processor should give 
WordPerfect even more serious 
consideration, since WordPerfect 
Corporation offers the program for 
only $1 00 on an educational dis- 
count 

In sum, WordPerfect now de- 
livers on much of its promise. It's 
still not for everybody -- a pro- 
gram of its complexity and price 
cannot be - but it is the program 
for those who are serious about 
their word processing. 
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Findex V. . . 



No carved- in : stone "fields" to predefine or limit you. Enter 
as much or little data as you want in each record... much like 
typing a document. Want to find something? Just type it and 
press return. Findex V searches every entire record for any 
occurence of the string of characters you typed and displays 
that record in 2-4 seconds! Stores simple mailing lists or 
lengthy texts. Records in standard 8.S X 11 page form. 
Continue on new pages when current page is fulL Mail merge 
and reports, too. Compatible with existing data formats. Enter 
new data or, merge in your old data. By Thomas B. Woods! 
298-615 ST Findex V (S&H 2.50) $49.95 
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Flexcessory! 

Loads/ Dumps Up to 15 Utlllties^/o ReBootlng 

The original Accessory" system is a good idea. But, the 
requirement that accessory files be present at boot- up makes it 
tough to have the right ones present when you need them, 
keeps you from freeing up RAM when you need it, and 
generally makes it a headache to use any more than the barest 
essentials as accessories. New Flexcessory is an add- in system 
that solves these problems and gives desktop access the power 
it was meant to have. It takes up one slot and provides IS of 
it's own. Loads/ Runs/ Dumps .PRG, .TOS, and .TTP programs 
rather than memory grabbing .ACC ones (you still have S 
slots for those). Flexcessory comes with 21 utilities including 
RAM Disk, Print Spooler, Control Panel, RS232 Configu- 
ration, VT52 Emulator, Install Printer, Calculators, Formatting 
Utilities, Notepad, Disk Utilities, Corner Clock/ Date and more. 
Flexcessory itself takes only 50K of RAM! By Insight! 
127-410 ST Flexcessory (S&H 2.50) 





CONST 

Add real Dialog Boxes, Pop Menus, Radio Button Boxes, 
Input Field Boxes... the works to your GFA Basic programs. 
Customize your boxes with 24 fill patterns, 16 colors, 6 fonts, 
and 5 font sizes. Make your dialog boxes any size with simple 
mouse point, click and drag techniques. Yes, your own GFA 
Basic programs can look as good as the pros with super neat, 
point & click Dialog Boxes. Run time is included if you wish 
to sell your Dialog Boxed programs. By Derrick Hall! 
127-513 Dialog Box Const. (S&H 2.50) $29.95 



MouseBall II... 

'RgpCaus 'Mouse W/ Space Saving <Ba£C & 'Buttons 



Prettiest ST 
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Assemble It yourself and Si 

We have "everything you need to assemble your own 5.25 or 
3.5 inch second drive. Our new Ultima half height floppy case 
is both beautiful and functional (Extruded Aluminumwith 
molded fairings... not sheet metal) and comes with instructions 
and hardware for converting your ST Floppy power supply to 
fit PC drives. Our +12/+5 v. external power supply fits PC 
drives. Our ST/PC Floppy Cable connects PC 3.5 and 5.25 
drives to your ST, includes formatting/stepper setting 
software, and comes with our ST 5.25 Drive A Emulation 
Manual Our TEAC 5.25 and 3.5 inch drives connect with no 
modifications. Simple plug and screw assembly. Go For It! 
127-514 +12/+5 V. Power Sup (S&H 2.95) $9.95 
127-401 ST/PC Floppy Cable (S&H 2.50) $39.95 
127-510 Ultima Drive Case (S&H 4.95) $39.95 
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340-400 ST Mouseball II (S&H 4.95) $39.95 



s Only 1 - 

Problems, Questions, Tech. Support Call 6 12/ 762-8847... Thank You 

10 Day Trial On Hardware, No Extra Charge For Credft Cards, COD- CASH Add $3. Call For Foreign Shipping Charges. 

Copyright 1988 by E Arthur Brown Company- Established November 1982 





eon Master 



Our new DM Guide takes you step by step through the per^sjnd passageways of the popular Dungeon Master 
game. Spiral bound so you can hold to a light and view maps of all levels... aligning them over each other. 
Instructions tell you what to pick up and where to go all the way to winning the game! 

127-379 DM Guide (S&H 2.50) $9.95 



Run Composite From ANY Atari ST 

Our ST 1040 Composite Cajje is the most economical way to connect your Atari ST to composite monitors. It's 
gray scaled output (not color) gives sharp, clear pictures on monochrome & color composite monitors in low and 
medium resolution. No software involved... so it's compatible with anything that runs in low and medium 
resolution. This black and white cable compliments our color cables at a reasonable price. If you need color 
composite, we've got that, too. Just give a yell! 

127-222 ST 1040 Composite Cable (S&H 2.50) $24.95 

Tailgunner's Picks Shareware, European Software Imports, 1-4 
Meg RAM Upgrades, Cartridge Port Adaptor Boards, 24 Bit I/O 
Boards, Printer Mounted Scanners, Desktop Publishing Fonts... 




liter Enthusiast Cataloi 



Our Computer Enthusiast C^alog is made up of the latest and the greatest in computer products foi^ylur Atari 
ST. We constantly search the U.S. and World ST markets for unique and useful items to tell you about (and 
hopefully SELL to you!) Many wonderful products get overlooked by the big magazines and software publishers. 
We give them complete descriptive write-ups and show screen shots and examples. Maybe that's why many small 
developers approach us to sell their products?! Whatever the reason, you will get a real kick out of reading our 
free Computer Enthusiast Catalog. And, if we do a good enough job of finding nice products and describing them 
to you, maybe you'll order something. Call or write TODAY and we'll send you our Computer Enthusiast Catalog 




COMPUTER 
ENTHUSIAST 

CATALOG 



£L Arthur Brown Company 

3404 PAWNEE DRIVE, ALEXANDRIA. MN 56308 

Ordering Info: Phone or mail the information below to address above 
Add shippioQ sod hflndlioQ cft&rQos to ft 

Name 



Address 



City.State, Zip. 



□Check/MO Enclosed DVISA DMastercard ODiscover 
Card * 



ltem# 



Description 



Price 

























Total 

MN Res add 6% tax 




Cash | 














onipping { Max. jo.aa/uiuoi! 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 





Orders Only: 1 -800-322-4405 



, Questions 



Jnly 

, Tech. 



Support Call 612/762-8847.. .Thanks! 
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SBIt Atari Desktop Publishing 

News Station from Peeve Software 



Review by Tom Sturza (MACE) 

Once upon a time, back in the 
days before Atari ST computers, 
8bit computers were used to 
create many User Group news- 
letters. The vast majority of 
articles were written using word 
processors, and the newsletter 
editor then did a cut 'n paste job 
prior to sending everything to 
the printer. 

The term "Desktop Publish- 
ing" hadn't been coined yet. 
Many of the features that we 
would one day see in such prod- 
ucts were already being used, 
but not in one software package. 
Articles were either delivered to 
the editor on floppy disks or up- 
loaded to the User Group's BBS. 
The editor then printed these ar- 
ticles on one printer (so the 
newsletter looked the same 
throughout the entire issue). If 
an author or newsletter editor 
wished to "dress up" their work 
with pictures, they were printed 
separately and then pasted onto 
the desired page. Print Shop 
(tm) icons became very popular. 

Well, Reeve Software has in- 
troduced Desktop Publishing for 
Atari 8bit computers. The News 
Station and the News Station 
Companion were recently re- 
leased as typesetting programs 
for these computers. Text and 
graphics can now be combined 
onto one page using just one pro- 
gram. No more cut 'n paste! 
Custom print fonts and different 
sizer of text can be used to 
create unique output. The pro- 
gram documentation says "a 
high quality, professional look" 



can be given to printed mater- 
ials created using this product. 
I'll let you be the judge of that 
when you look over the sample 
page I've created. 

My initial feelings concerning 
The News Station and it's Com- 
panion program are mixed. I 
agree that Reeve Software has 
created a much needed product 
for 8bit Atari computers. For 
the most part, the software does 
what the program documenta- 
tion says it will do. However, 
there are limits concerning the 
amount of text (number of 
words) that will fit on a page/ 
plate. Other features, or the 
lack of features, in this software 
also affected my opinion. 

First, look at the sample page 
following this article. I've in- 
cluded the main features of The 
News Station and it's Compan- 
ion program on this page. Rath- 
er than repeat this information, 
I'll assume that you've read 
through the sample as I contin- 
ue with this review. 

As you can see, the sample 
page is divided into eight sec- 
tions or plates (two across by 
four down). The top two plates 
are displayed as one double- wide 
plate. It was created using the 
"expand plate" option of the 
Companion program. Each sec- 
tion or plate had to be created 
separately and saved to a work 
disk. The creation of plates is 
done in the EDITOR option of 
The News Station program. 
Once all plates are saved, the 
PRESS option is used to select 
plate order and to actually print 
the whole page. 

Text can be entered either by 



typing directly into a plate or by 
loading ASCII text files. The 
EDITOR supports different sized 
text characters from '1 by 1 " to 
"8 by 8." I entered the majority 
of the sample page using a width 
and height of "1 by 1." When 
using the '1 by 1 " character size, 
each plate can hold a maximum 
of 20 lines, with 40 characters 
per line. However, if you do so, 
side by side plates will "run 
together." I recommend limiting 
text to 35-36 characters per line. 

Even though The News Sta- 
tion can load ASCII text files 
into a plate, the small size of 
each plate effectively limits the 
usefulness of this feature. Text 
is loaded starting at the current 
cursor location on the plate 
being edited. Since the program 
does NOT have "word wrap" cap- 
ability, you must not exceed 40 
characters per line or 20 lines 
per page (in '1 by 1" size) or text 
will be lost. This means that 
your ASCII text file must have 
[RETURN] characters at the end 
of each line and you must con- 
trol how many lines will be used 
when you type your text on your 
word processor. 

The News Station EDITOR 
does not have a full- featured 
word processor (and Reeve Soft- 
ware makes no claims that it 
does). It does not support word 
wrap, insert mode or "delete and 
shift remaining characters to the 
left." Also, a spell checker is not 
provided. You type to the end of 
a line and hit [RETURN] to ad- 
vance to the next line (just like 
using a typewriter). The left 
margin position can be set by 
placing the cursor in the desired 
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column and pressing [CONTROLl-M. However, 
you cannot set a value for the right margin. If you 
wish to change already entered text, you can type 
over it or delete backspace. I believe you can see 
why I don't think that The NewsStation was really 
intended for use on large newsletters or for large 
articles. On 8bits, a word processor would still be 
my first choice. The program documentation 
mentions "you will now have the power to design 
signs, posters, notices, brochures, advertisements 
and other literature," and I agree. News Station 
will handle smaller print jobs with ease. For 
example, a 2-3 page newsletter that covers a few 
short items on each page would work just fine. 
News Station is ideally suited to such information. 
Print Shop(tm) icons (pictures) could also be used 
to "dress up" the document. The final product 
would have an "attention grabber" appearance 
when compared to using just a word processor. 

Some additional comments: The program docu- 
mentation is well done but could use some clar- 



ification. I did find a few typos and omissions that 
would be confusing to the first time user. I have 
written to Reeve Software concerning these items. 

Print Shop(tm) icons can be printed in three dif- 
ferent sizes and can be placed almost anywhere on 
a plate. You can use the plate EDITOR graphics 
mode to change and/or draw pictures. Any 9 sector 
print font can be used for text. I found many of 
the fonts on the MACE Print Shop(tm) label maker 
program diskette worked well. The program sup- 
ports many of the popular printers. 

Reeve Software has delivered a well thought-out 
and executed software package. However, I believe 
a few changes and/or additions to the documenta- 
tion and programs will make The News Station 
and The NewsStation Companion even better prod- 
ucts for 8bit Atari computers. If you wish addition- 
al information, you can contact: Reeve Software, 
29W150 Old Farm Lane, Warrenville, IL 60555 
(312) 393-2317. The News Station is $29.95, and 
the News Station Companion retails for $29.95. 
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©-BIT COMPUTERS 



FEATURES; 

* Compatible with any standard 9 
sector print font 

* Will load A5CII files into editor 

* Adjustable character height 4 width 

* Load Print ShopCt*} icons directly 
into the editor 

» Compatible with standard picture 
f i les 

* Graphics mode uses joystick. Koala 
Pad or keyboard 

* Set margins A line spacing for text 

* Supports the following printers: 

Star SG18/HK10/gemini 19X 
Panasonic 1080/1090 series 
Prowriter Citizen 120D 
ATARI XMM881 Epson MX80/RK80 



HEWS STATION 
MAIN FEATURES 



The Hews Station has 2 wain features: 

1> A Plate Editor that allocs you to 
combine graphics and text on the 
same plate; and to SAVE each 
plate to a work diskette. 

23 The Press, that supports selected 
print drivers or allows you to 
build custom ones. It is here 
that you choose the order you 
wish to print your plates and 
then actually print the page. 





HARDWARE USED 
TO TEST THE 
NEWS STATION 



* ATARI 138XE COMPUTER 

* ATARI 1058 DISK DRIVE 

M ATARI 850 INTERFACE UNIT 

* PROWRITER PRINTER 



The News Station is designed to 
create a one pade document, made tip 
of eight plates (or sections). These 
plates are thexv printed two across 
and four down the page. 

The "Plate Manipulator" feature found 
on the Hews Station Companion was 
used to create the title or heading 
section at the top of this page. 

First a single plate was created; 
then the plate was expanded into two 
side by side plates. This feature 
creates a PL ate l and PL ate z when 
used . 
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NEH5 STATION 
COMPANION 

FEATURES ! 

1) PLATE MANIPULATOR expands plates 
vertically or horizontally; or 
centers a plate horizontally. 

2) KOALA CONUERTER converts Koala 
Pad pictures into News Station 
Format . 

3) LIBRARIAN cowpr esses 8 plates 
into one conpact File. 

4) A5CII CONVERTER for converting 
word processor Files. 

When using height and width equal to 
one, ynu can haue a text plate that 
contains up to 20 lines of print, 
forty characters per line. 



You can load a Print Shop 
icon almost anywhere on 
the plate iprngram will 
tell you if you are too 
close to an edge) . 

however, uhen placing plates next to 
one another, you cannot use forty 
characters per line, because the 
text will run together. 



Di f ferent 
mixed on 
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each plate. 



Public Domain Software 

Over 550 Disks Available for the ST 
$4.00 Each 




Utilities, Games, Magic Sac, MIDI, Applications, Music 
Publishing Partner Clip Art, Educational, Graphics 
Same Day Shipping Telephone Support 
Free Catalog Updates 

800/XL/XE Disks also available $3.00 each 
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Clip Master 




10 Screens per disk 

$19.95 per disk 

FREE Bonus Disk with Purchase 



Disk 1 : Animals, Christian, folks, Food, Home, Music, Plants 
Disk 2 : Americana, Patriotic, US Map, Outlines of all 50 States 
Disk 3 : Arrows, Designs, Kid Stuff, Signs, Symbols, Christmas 
Disk 4 : Animals, School, Thanksgiving, Transportation & more 

Clip Art for Desktop Publishing Programs 



Supra 2400 Modem 



$149.95 




Software 

Omnires $25.95 

Turbo ST $37.95 

Procopy $24.95 

Flash $19.95 

Call for More 



VISA 



BRE Software 
6210 N. First St, Suite 130 
Fresno, CA 93710 
(209)432-2159 in CA 
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Accelerating the ST 



by Byron Johnson (GLASS) 

Just recently, I had to put my 
ST in the shop for repairs (I 
sure wish Atari had provided a 
connector for memory 
expansion) and borrowed 
another one from a friend. It 
made me realize how many 
improvements I had made to 
speed up the operation and 
make "computering" more en- 
joyable and productive. Perhaps 
you may benefit from my trials 
and tribulations in searching for 
the "Fastest ST alive." 

First of all, let's concentrate 
on the existing features, then 
well move into the add-ons. The 
Control Panel Accessory is prob- 
ably the best known ACC but 
the least utilized. Did you know 
that by changing the key repeat 
rate and key delay rate you can 
speed up page and line scrolling 
within programs like word pro- 
cessing, database, spreadsheets, 
and telecommunications pro- 
grams not to mention practically 
every other text- orientated pro- 
gram. The slider next to the 
"finger on a key" changes the 
key delay rate, useful for typing 
a row of dashes or moving across 
the page horizontally. The sli- 
der next to the rabbit and turtle 
controls "key repeat rate" and 
determines how many char- 
acters a second will be 
generated from holding down a 
key. Both of these keys need to 
be changed as your typing gets 
faster and you progress in this 
crazy game we call computing. 

Next is the mouse double- 
click rate. It's the numbers 0 to 
4 with the two mice next to 



them. It controls how fast or 
slow you can click the mouse 
and select an item. This also 
will change as your typing im- 
proves. Use a lower number to 
speed up the click select rate. 

Whenever you first turn on 
your ST, you should always 
make a point of setting the date 
and time. This makes it easy to 
determine when you wrote a 
document and if it's a new or old 
version of a document. Since I 
use a monochrome monitor 
about 90 percent of the time, I 
like to reverse the colors, a black 
background and white letters. 

This is a lot easier on my 
tired eyes after staring at a 
monitor at work all dav. With 
color monitors, using a medium 
blue, green, brown or black with 
a light color for text does about 
the same thine. Of course, after 
setting up the system the way 
you want, be sure and save the 
desktop for your next session. I 
sure wish this would work on 
the IBMs at work! 

Now for the real goodies. Let's 
start with Universal Item Sel- 
ector Version 2. When you run a 
word processor program, a file 
selector box will pop up on the 
screen and ask you for a file 
name to load or create. If you 
need a file from another drive, 
you have to click on the path 
line above the box and retype 
the line to access another drive. 
This gets to be a pain in the 
neck after a while. With Uni- 
versal, just click the new drive 
letter, and it gets the directory 
for you with a single click. Plus 
it's faster than the built-in sel- 
ector because it's written in as- 



sembly language. It also adds 
dozens of new and easier to use 
commands like MOVE, PRINT, 
RAM FREE, FIND, LOCK/UN- 
LOCK FILES, and better disk 
formatting commands, etc. For 
eighteen dollars, it's a steal. You 
won't believe how much improv- 
ed the ST is with this one. 

Next is Turbo 3T Version 2. 
This is a optimized version of 
existing text routines written in 
assembly language. Once again, 
much faster response and im- 
proved operation from this 41 
dollar program. 

If you do a lot of printing, 
then a external hardware print 
buffer is a natural. This will al- 
low you to print documents, text 
files, readme files and so on 
without tying up the computer. 
This one add-on feature alone 
will increase your productivity 
many times over. Even if only 
printing mailing or disk labels, 
or occasional doc Hies from the 
desktop, this buffer keeps you 
thinking and involved with your 
computer instead of waiting for 
a print-out to end. 

The newest program in my 
auto folder is Mouse Doubler. It 
doubles the movement of the 
cursor, so you don't move the 
mouse as far as vou used to. The 
little guy really moves! Next is 
a ram disk to speed up archive 
and un- archive operations, run 
compilers for programming lan- 
guages, view slides very quickly 
and so many more applications. 
Many fine public domain ram 
disks are available, my favorite 
is STI_RAM from ST Informer. 
This software creates a disk 
drive of any size in RAM mem- 
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ory. Assuming you have enough memory to run it 
(one megabyte usually needed). 

If you've read this far, maybe a hard drive is in 
your future. Programs will load typically in four 
seconds not the usual twenty seconds from a 3.5" 
micro drive. Files also save much faster to a hard 
drive. The organizational capabilities keep all 
your regularly used software at your fingertips. 
Practically no time lost looking for a disk, plus you 
can configure the program just the way you want it 
and add on public domain upgrades and additional 
features without running out of disk space. 

AND don't forget about the new TOS (Tramiel 
Operating System) due out this fall from Atari. I 
hear it's already available to developers, and is the 
first significant improvement made to the ST since 
TOS was put on ROM. 

In the future, the Turbo ST folks are working 
on a graphics version of Turbo ST to speed up 
GEM functions. With the present success of the 
text version, I can't wait for the graphics version. 
As for Atari's blitter chip, where is the blitter chip? 
I wonder if Atari will ever optimize and rewrite the 
operating system in assembly language, add multi- 
tasking, improve the hard drive capabilities (ex- 
panding the partition limit from 4 to 12 or more), 
expand the partition size from 1 6 to 32 megabytes, 
add better built-in sound, better graphics, a faster 
microprocessor, plug- in memory expansion modules 
and a math co-processor? Well, I can hope, can't I? 



Toad Computer Services 

EO. Box 1315, Sevema Park, MP 21146 

Build Your Own Hard Disk 

ST20MBKit-$589M 
ST30MBKit-$639.00 
ST40MBKit-$729.00 
ST 65 MB Kit- $829.00 
Assembled Kits Extra $20.00 

KIT COMPONENTS: 

!apter • 
ELL- 

ICD ST Host & MFM - $215.00 
Power Supply W/Case - $129.00 
Cable Pack - $10.00 

Kit Advantages Include Added Flexibility 
And Lower Costs - Call For More Info! 1 

(301) 544-6943 

Please Call Before Placing Orders, Add $7.50 
Shipping And 4% For Credit Card Orders 



ICD ST Host Adapter - $1 15.00 
ICD ST Host & RLL - $255.00 




S OFT WARE 



1(800) 888- 9273 



981 West 
ARCADE CONVERSIONS 



IMPORTED BY SIDELINE SOFTWARE 

Commercial Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 



ARKANOID II 
ARKANOID I 
Space Harrier 
Alien Syndrome 
Gauntlet II 
Out Run 
Star Wars 
Empire Strikes Bk 
Bionic Commando 
Ikari Warriors 
Slap Fight 
Rolling Thunder 
Road Blasters 
Desolator 
Street Fighter 
Operation Wolf 
Ikari Warriors 
Rampage 
Super Sprint 



32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 



A rcade 
Better Dead/ Alien32.50 

Mickey Mouse 32.50 

Xenon 32.50 

Super Ski 32.50 

Vector Ball 32.50 

Killdozers 32.50 

Virus 32.50 

Pandora 32.50 

Mission Genocide 32.50 

World Darts 32.50 

Stir Crazy 32.50 

Predator 32.50 
Captain Blood UK 28.00 

Corruption 37.50 

Legend / Sword 37.50 

Quadralien 32.50 

Platoon 32.50 

Overlander 32.50 

Crazy Car 32.50 



32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
39.95 



Wizard Warz 
Bomb Jack 
Tetris 
Flintstones 
Pink Panther 
Return/ Genisis 
Summer Olympiad 
Arcade Force 4 

1. Indiana Jones 

2. Road Runner 

3. Gauntlet I 

4. Metro cross 

4 Player Adapter for: 

L«ath«rncck Gauntlet II 12.95 

Add 2.20 COD and appropiatc S&H 
Florida Residence Add 6% Tax 
Call (305) 938-9755 For Questions 
returns or other assistance 




VISA 




COD 



Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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Nlte Lite BBS for the ST 



Nlte Lite EES System 



by Jerry Cross (GAG) 



I have always wanted to run a 
multi-line bbs! I would drool 
over the ads for those multi-mo- 
dem cards for the IBM, or listen 
to the ravings of those Amiga 
owners bragging about their 
multi-tasking computers that 
can run multi-line BBSes (they 
never mentioned how they would 
hook up several modems to the 
single RS232 plug though!). So, 
I just sat around waiting for 
Michtron to come through with 
their long-promised interface, 
and stared at the pile of modems 
I own, now stacked 5 high! 

Then, one day I received a 
letter in the mail. A small com- 
pany named Nite Lite Systems 
was selling a bbs system that 
would allow up to 7 lines to be 
connected to an Atari ST, and 
they would even throw in the 
software as part of their promo- 
tion. Well, I jumped on deal 
right away. 

The entire bbs system comes 
in two parts. One is the inter- 
face, the other is the software. 
Since the interface is capable of 
working on any type of computer 
supporting RS232 communica- 
tions. I will review each of these 
separately. First, the interface. 

The interface is actually a 
multiplexer, sort of like a self- 
contained computer with it's 
own memory, processor and op- 
erating system. There are sev- 
eral modems. The SP480 (4-line 
interface) and SP 808(8-line 
interface) use a 65C02 processor, 
and have 8k of memory. The 
SP432 and SP832 interface are 



identical, but contain 32K of 
RAM instead of 8KL This allows 
you to program the interface in 
many ways, such as allowing it 
to be a self-contained BBS sys- 
tem all by itself. All you would 
need to do would be to connect 
any computer with a standard 
RS232 port and set it up. Once 
set up it would run on it's own, 
allowing you to remove the com- 
puter for other uses. 

The Nite Lite interface will 
work with any modem that sup- 
ports the DTR pin, allowing the 
interfact to take control of the 
modem. This allows you to use 
many of the inexpensive dumb 
modems on the market, and can 
save vou several hundred dollars 
in modem costs. However, if you 
are using a Hayes compatible or 
some other "smart" modem you 
mav have some problems. I have 
had some difficulty resetting the 
modems after each call, which 
could be easily fixed by sending 
a string of initialzation com- 
mands to the modem. But the 
interface does not allow this. 

One of the many possibilities 
of using a self-contained BBS on 
the SP432/832 interfaces would 
be to set up a remote location 
and allow other interfaces to 
connect into it. For example, by 
setting up an interface in a city 
supported by PC Pursuit, you 
could connect a number of other 
bulletin boards together at little 
cost, allowing for a "nationwide" 
conferencing network! One ob- 
vious use of this interface would 
be to connect several computer 
terminals together for a point of 
sales system or some other sort 
of shared networking system. 



David Beckmeyer currently sells 
MTC shell that would work nice- 
ly for such an application. 

The interface itself is well 
built, and so far I have had no 
serious problems with it, other 
than having the transformer 
burn out. But since it uses a 
standard type of power supply 
picked up at Radio Shack, this 
was only a minor inconvenience. 

There is one problem, how- 
ever, with the interface. Since 
this is actually just another type 
of computer, you need software 
to operate with it. A computer 
without software is doomed to 
failure. So far, none of the soft- 
ware companies have taken in- 
terest in this product, which is a 
shame. The possible applica- 
tions this product could be used 
for is endless. A multi line bbs is 
only one example. How about us- 
ing it in a classroom to share a 
single printer and hard drive 
with a number of other compu- 
ters? Remember, you only need 
one Atari ST to act as host (and 
none at all if you used the SP- 
432/832 interface). You could 
connect RS232 compatible dir- 
ectly into the interface ports, so 
you could use inexpensive com- 
puters to access the program. 

The second part of this prod- 
uct is the software. As I men- 
tioned before, none of the soft- 
ware companies have decided to 
support the Nite Lite interface, 
so they had to write their own. 
In reviewing the software, it's 
necessary to compare it to other 
products, such as Express ST, 
Forum, BB/ST, and many other 
programs. Each of these pro- 
grams has good and bad points, 
but many SysOps will swear the 
one they use it the best. Also, 
there are four points that should 
be considered when looking at 
software. It's file transfer capa- 
bilities, it's message handling, 
how user friendly it is, and how 
easy it is for the SysOp to main- 
tain. Also, the recent crop of BBS 
programs must be more flexible 
and allow the sysop to program 
other features into it, like games 
or application programs. More 



12 MAM 



October *88 



Nlte Lite EES for the ST Michigan Atari Magazine 



powerful programs allow for running TOS pro- 
grams or other types of "doors, " 

Another thing to consider is the cost. With 
public domain programs you get what you pay for, 
so you can't complain. Others, like Express and 
Forem, run around $50-75. Nite Lite sells their 
program for $99. I received my software free as 
part of a user group promotion package. Even so, 
this software comes in as the most expensive soft- 
ware of all the Atari ST bbs programs. 

So, how does Nite Lite stack up to these 
programs? Terrible! When I started investigating 
this program to see if I should buy it, it was still 
new. There were very few Nite Lite BBSes I could 
call to check out the way the program worked, and 
the few that were out there had very limited 
access. This is understandable since the cost of op- 
erating a multi-line bbs is not cheap, and they 
were asking for user fees (which I also did to a 
limited extent). There are a few things that Nite 
Lite does very well. Since it was written to take 
advantage of the features of the Nite Lite inter- 
face, it handles inter-port communications very 
well. The chat room feature is one of the most 
often used features on my board. It also has a 
Linked Chat feature, which allows me to call an- 
other bbs using Nite Lite software and link my 
chat room into theirs, allowing more callers to chat 
together. On several occasions, I used PC Pursuit 
to connect with a board in Washington DC, and 
this was a huge success. 

There is another feature that has proven popu- 
lar, but was not supported very well by the soft- 
ware. The author wrote in the ability to call out 
on one of the unused lines, so you would not have 
to take down your BBS if you wanted to use it for 
calling out. It even allowed the sysop to call in 
from a distant location, and then call out on an- 
other line. 

Well, I saw some interesting applications for 
this feature. I live in Flint, which is in the center 
of Genesee County, and surrounded by many smal- 
ler townships. It is a local call from my home to 
nearly all of the county, but is would be a long dis- 
tance call for one township to call another. So, I 
decided to set up my bbs to act as a "gateway," 
which would allow my users to call all over the 
county without having to pay any long distance 
charges. But since this was not the original intent 
of the author's use of this feature, it creates a lot of 
difficult problems for the user. They must make 
several tricky command entries, and if they make 
one mistake, they could lock up the bbs. Several 
conversations with the author of this program has 
done nothing to fix this problem, which could be a 
major feature and selling point of his software. 

OK, as for the other features, let's take a look 
at each one and compare them to other systems. 
Nite Lite only supports one download protocol, X- 
modem. And this is not even the CRC version, but 
the older version. Now, this is not a critical prob- 



lem, since nearly all terminal programs support 
Xmodem. However, in this day of powerful soft- 
ware packages you would expect something more 
high-tech! 

The software allows for several SIG areas to 
store the downloads in. When you choose the cate- 
gory you are shown a list of the programs avail- 
able. The name you are shown is exactlywh&t was 
entered by the uploader. This was a good idea 
because many systems do not use the same filespec 
names that Atari uses. Atari limits it's names to 
12 characters, while others like Apple allow more. 
Also, some systems use the space character, or 
other characters. It is important to preserve the 
correct file names because some programs were 
written to look for other files, and the names must 
be exact. However, this creates a headache for the 
SysOp. The file names are changed when they are 
uploaded, and the sysop must constantly refer to 
his data files to find the filename of the program if 
he wants to delete or transfer it. I personally do 
not care to have file names messed with in this 
manner, which is a common feature of Forum ST. 

Another feature of the Nite Lite BBS is the 
ability to store a number of download request into 
a file, sort of like batch downloading. However, 
you must keep track of the file names and set up 
your own terminal program after each files is re- 
ceived. This makes it very handy if you know how 
to use Flash's DO commands, or some other macro. 
But it's a real headache for those who do not. The 
reason for this feature is the author plans to incor- 
porate his own version of a batch download proto- 
col, which will allow for background downloading. 
But so far, there is no indication when this feature 
will be implemented into the program. 

The message base features are also very poor 
compared to other ST BBS programs. It works 
much like Express, but only allows messages up to 
2k long. This is not a problem with most messages, 
but can become inconvenient. There is no message 
thread commands, other than a "WHAT?" com- 
mand that will read the previous message in a 
string. For Forum or BBST users, this will be a 
sadly missed feature. One other problem I have 
had is disappearing messages. It appears that the 
program keeps the message index in memory and 
must be saved periodically onto disk. If the BBS 
were to crash before you saved the message index 
you could lose messages. 

How user friendly is Nite Lite? That depends 
on the sysop. The Nite Lite BBS has a built-in in- 
terpreter language that allows the sysop to create 
his own custom menus, games, utilities, surveys, or 
anything else he can think of. Many of the nice 
"touches" were added such as a hot- key feature. 
You can make a choice, and the menu will abort, 
and begin showing whatever you chose. This saves 
the user some on-line time by not having to con- 
stantly read long menu pages to the end. 



October *88 MAM 13 



Michigan Atari Magazine 



ST-Plctascan vs. IMG Scan 



Scanner Wars 

ST-Pictascan vs. IMG Scan 



by LeRoy Valley (TAG) 

ST-Pictascan IMG Scan 
Price: $149.95 $99.95 
E. Arthur Seymor- 
Brown Radix 

(612) 762-8847 (214) 255-7490 
Software: vl.O vl.82 

Scanners have been around in 
the computing world for some 
time. These slick little devices 
are used to digitize a picture, 
and then transfer that informa- 
tion to your computer. Once in 
the computer, you can use the 
scanned image in your favorite 
desktop publisher, or in any 
graphics program! 

Why a scanner instead of a 
video digitizer? You get better 
resolution (up to 1000 dpi!), and 
the investment (and equipment 
required) is considerably less. 
All that is required for either of 
the scanners mentioned above is 
a 520 ST, a printer, and the 
scanner itself! 

There are currently two low- 
cost scanners for the ST, and 
I've had the opportunity to play 
with them for the past month. 
I've had a lot of fun, and spent a 
LOT of time scanning, and have 
become very familiar with both 
units. I'll compare them in four 
separate areas (Hardware, Soft- 
ware, Documentation, and ac- 
tual scan ability) and then sum 
it all up at the end. (No fair 
peeking!) 

Hardware 

The ST-Pictascan unit looks 
very professional as you pull it 
from its wrapping. It is enclosed 



in a black metal housing, and 
looks very sturdy. The entire 
unit mounts on your print head, 
and E. Arthur Brown provides 
you with several types of brack- 
ets designed to handle just about 
anv stvle of printer. In most 
cases you'll probably have to re- 
move your ribbon to attach ST- 
Pictascan. 

Unfortunately, a Star NX- 
1000 printer isn't "just about 
any style of printer," so I had to 
design my own bracket. The 
actual scanning head must rest 
against the naDer on the platen. 
Given this criteria, and the 
shape of the ST-Pictascan unit, I 
have to keep my paper bailer in 
the up position while I'm scan- 
ning. If you're not careful and 
ST-Pictascan goes too far over 
(and slips off the end of the 
paper), it'll catch the paper on 
the return trip! 

Once mounted, ST-Pictascan 
connects to your ST via the joy- 
stick port leaving the cartridge 
port free for other goodies. The 
only thing left to do before scan- 
ning is to adjust the scanner's 
sensitivity. (So it knows what's 
light and dark.) This is done by 
turning a small potentiometer 
located at the rear of the unit. 
To get through the small hole in 
the case to the potentiometer re- 
quires a jewelers screwdriver. (I 
really think that they should in- 
clude a small tool for this.) 

ST-Pictascan also has another 
potentiometer which is for ad- 
justing their stipple effect. The 
manual doesn't explain what 
this "stipple effect" is, but ac- 
cording to Eben Brown, it is 
used to determine the amount of 



shading ST-Pictascan will apply 
to the image being scanned. 

The IMG Scan unit, on the 
other hand, looks very simple. It 
consists of a small cartridge (I 
can't use other cartridges ...sigh) 
and two fiber optic cables which 
attach to the cartridge. Mount- 
ing IMG Scan consists of taping 
(Yes, I'm serious - taping!) one 
end of the fiber optic cables to 
your print head, making sure 
that the ends are within 1/16" of 
the paper. There is no need to 
remove your printer ribbon, and 
your paper bail can stay down. 
Since IMG Scan doesn't actually 
touch the paper, there's no dan- 
ger of it catching the paper. 
There are no adjustments to 
make on the IMG Scan scanner. 

Software 

Booting up the ST-Pictascan 
software, we are ereeted with 
the screen shown in Figure 1. 
The first line, Lines to Scan, is 
the number of vertical lines we 
want to scan. If the printer 
were set set up with 1/72" line 
feeds, then a 72 here would scan 
1" of our image. Samples per 
line determines how much of the 
image we want to scan horizon- 
tally. ST-Pictascan always 
scans at maximum resolution. 
The actual number of samples 
taken during one horizontal pass 
is dependant on the speed of 
your printer. A 1 60 cps printer 
will scan at 412 dpi - a 100 cps 
printer will scan at 660 dpi! If 
your printer collects 4000 sam- 
ples per 8" of travel, then setting 
this parameter to 2000 would 
scan only half of the page (4"). 
Since scanning is a slow process, 
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Figure One 

you don't want to scan any more than you have to. 
Printer Speed is the amount of time that the 
printer takes to move to the right side of the 
image. This setting is very critical, because if it's 
not set high enough, then the printer and the 
software get out of sync with each other, and the 
result is a VERY distorted image. 

The first selection we would make (prior to 
scanning) is CREATE .CNF FILE. Clicking on this 
box gives us another GEM dialog box in which we 
can set up the printer, and then save these 
settings for future use. E. Arthur Brown supplies 
you with several different .CNF files for Epson 
compatible printers. Once the printer is set up, 
simply select START THE SCAN, and you're in 
business! While the unit is scanning, you'll see a 
representation of what it's scanning on the screen. 
If you need to adjust the unit during the scan, 
simply press "p" during a right move, and the 
scanner will pause. Since the software provides 
you with no means of adjusting things like sensi- 
tivity or shading, you've got to manually adjust the 
scanner via the potentiometers. A dialog box lets 
you continue the scan at this point or abort. 

When the scanner is done, you'll be presented 
with another dialog box (see Figure 2). At this 
point the software allows you to manipulate the 
RAW image, and this is where ST-Pictascan really 
shines! SET AREA allows you to define an area in 
which to redraw the entire image! Using this you 
can stretch, squash, and distort the image to your 
heart's content. By enclosing an area with a GEM 
rubberband box you can magnify it as much as you 
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Figure Two 



want — after it's already scanned! The ability to 
define the area of the scan to save is a real benefit. 

VIEW allows you to look at the screen defined 
with the SET AREA command, while VIEW RAW 
allows you to look at the original scanned image. 
Several other options which can be set from this 
dialog box include Skip the first xx samples (to cut 
off data from the left side of the scan), Use the 
next xx samples (to define the width of the scanned 
image to use), Skip the first xx scan lines (to cut 
off data from the top of the image), and Use the 
next xx scan lines (to define how much of the 
scanned image to use). After you're done playing 
with the image, you can either save it as a stan- 
dard Degas picture or as raw data. The raw data 
can be used by the software in all three resol- 
utions. Saving it as raw data allows you to mani- 
pulate it at a later date. Files saved in their raw 
state can be as large as 650K, and can only be used 
with the ST-Pictascan software. 

Booting up the IMG Scan software, we get the 
screen shown in Figure 3. The small box under the 
ruler to the left of the ENLARGE/REDUCE but- 
tons is used to determine what portion of the pic- 
ture to scan. The box can be dragged back and 
forth with the mouse, thus allowing you to center a 
picture, or scan a specific portion of it. Clicking on 
different buttons in the ENLARGE/REDUCE scale 
will cause this box to get smaller and larger, depic- 
ting the magnification at which to scan. 

Menu IMG Scan_vl.82 
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Selecting Menu will give us the drop- down 
menu shown in Figure 4. To set up the scanner all 
we have to do is adjust the image in the printer so 
that the scanner cable will pass over an area that 
has a good average of black and white and then 
select Auto Gray Adj.. The print head will feed 
across the image once and the software will cal- 
culate the gray scale automatically! Looking at the 
bottom of the screen, you'll see the gray scale ad- 
just slider. At any point during the scan you can 
pause the scanner and adjust the gray scale! By 
clicking on the small arrows at either end of the 
slider you can make the image lighter or darker. 
Clicking on the + or - will either expand or com- 
press the gray scale. 
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Figure Four 



You can even individually adjust ONE shade on 
the gray scale simply by clicking on the line for 
that shade in the slider and dragging it where you 
want! After you've got it set the way you want, 
just click on Recalc, and IMG Scan will recalculate 
what you've already scanned, and adjusting it to 
the new settings! This type of control is fantastic, 
and very, VERY easy to use! 

SCAN simply starts the scanning process (or 
continues it), while RESCAN clears what you've 
already scanned and starts over. Using SCAN, you 
can scan different parts of your image at different 
magnifications, and have them all appear on the 
same screen! VIEW allows vou to look at the 
image that's been scanned. Moving back to the 
menu, we can save our picture as either Neo- 
Chrome or Degas format (at whatever resolution 
you're currently in), or as a Raw data file. Once 
again, the raw data file can be loaded and used in 
any resolution, and you can manipulate the image 
via the gray scale slider. 

The Save Config, Edit Config, and Load Config 
options all pertain to setting up vour printer. If 
you've got an Epson compatible printer, you won't 
even need to use these. If you don't, Seymor Radix 
provides you with 8 others (including Citizen, 
Gemini 10X, and Seikosha) and the ability to 
create your own configuration. Once you've set up 
your printer, you can save the configuration and 
never worry about it again. 

DPI Scanning is the option that really makes 
the IMG Scanner an incredible performer. This 
lets you scan your image at 75, 150, 216, 300, 360, 
or 1000dpi! And best of all, the image is saved as 
a standard .IMG file!! This means that any pro- 
gram that supports .IMG files (like Easy Draw, 
Publishing Partner Professional, or Word Up) can 
print out these images at the maximum resolution 
of the printing device! Using it is as simple as 
selecting DPI Scanning, then scanning as you 
normally would. Pictures scanned at 300 dpi look 
incredible, and print just as incredibly! 

The last option on the DPI Scanning menu, 
More Options, presents you with a menu contain- 
ing standard disk operations such as formatting 
disks and deleting and renaming files. But what 
are those over there on the right hand side? RGB 
sliders? Yes, IMG Scan also allows you to scan 



Scanner Wars 

images in color! Simply click on the shade, then 
set the RGB sliders to the desired color. It's that 
simple! 

Seymor Radix offers FREE software updates to 
all IMG Scan owners. Simply send in a disk and a 
stamped and self addressed envelope for the latest 
update! (Or look on GEnie.) 

Documentation 

Both manuals are about equal in the infor- 
mation provided (about 30 pages). They both guide 
the user through a tutorial, and then give you a 
reference section with a short description for each 
feature (well, almost). E. Arthur Brown never 
mentions exactly what it is that the Stipple effect 
does, and Seymor Radix doesn't explain how to use 
the DPI Scanning option very well (to be fair, 
thoueh. the DPI Scanning option is verv new. and I 
did push to get the new version of software in time 
for this review). Seymor Radix even provides you 
with a picture of King Tut to practice on! 

Scanning 

The IMG Scan unit consistently provided me 
with better scans than the ST-Pictascan. Figure 5 
was scanned using the IMG Scanner after I had 
only played with it for 15 minutes! Figure 6 was 
scanned by Eben Brown himself. I couldn't get 
results that were as good as his using my 
ST-Pictascan (and I used it for two straight weeks, 
and had discussions with Mr. Brown on three 
separate occasions!), and I really wanted to show 
you the best possible pictures from both units. 

Of course, the real test of a scanner is how well 
the picture prints out, not how well it looks on the 
screen. When using IMG Scan in normal scan 
mode, the printouts look about the same as those 
from ST-Pictascan. But when IMG Scan is used in 
DPI mode, there is no comparison. IMG Scan 
brings out far more details and shades than 
ST-Pictascan. Using an HP Deskjet printer (not 
mine, a friend's...sigh), the difference becomes very 
obvious. 




Figure Five 
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Summary 

Hardware- wise, the ST-Pictascan looks more 
impressive. However, I've heard it said that you 
can't iudee a book bv it's cover, and this savincr 
applies very well in this case. The design of the 
ST-Pictascan makes it cumbersome to attach to 
your printer, and I don't like the sound of my prin- 
ter when the scanning unit catches on the paper 
during a return trip. (I know it's my fault for not 
setting up my right and left moves every time, but 
it IS going to happen sooner or later if you use dif- 
ferent size images.) In contrast, IMG Scan could 
not be easier to attach to your print head, and 
there's no danger of catching on the paper. The 
earlier models of IMG Scan didn't even have a nice 
case for the cartridge. You simply plugged a bare 
board into your cartridge port! Seymor Radix has 



rectified that, and for only $9.95 you can get a case 
and the latest software. 

In the software department, IMG Scan again 
gets the nod. Their software is completely GEM 
based and all adjustments to the scanner or the 
scanned imaged can be made with a simple click of 
the mouse! Features like Auto Gray Scale adjust, 
and the ability to add color to a scanned image are 
fantastic. And, with the ability to scan an image 
in standard GEM .IMG format, you've got the 
perfect tool for creating stunning clip art! Best of 
all, if I change the sensitivity of the IMG Scanner, 
I can change what I've already scanned! With 
ST-Pictascan, once I've found the proper sensitivity 
and stipple adjustment, I've got to rescan the 
image! On the plus side, ST-Pictascan does have 
superb manipulative powers over the image after 
the scan. This is the only feature sorely lacking in 
the IMG Scan software. Seymor Radix informs me 
that a future release of their software will give 
users the ability to manipulate the scanned image 
(similar to ST-Pictascan). 

The real clincher however, is the fact that I con- 
sistently got better scans with IMG Scan than with 
ST-Pictascan. Couple this fact with price of the 
two units ($99.95 for IMG Scan vs. $149.95 for 
ST-Pictascan) and your choice becomes obvious. 

Well, that's it for this month. I'd really like to 
hear some comments on my articles. You can E- 
Mail me at L.VALLEY on GEnie. Let me know 
what you'd like to see in the coming months! 
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SBIt Atari Drive 




by Brent Fisher (CACE) 

All right everyone, hold on to 
your hats. Tm finally going to 
do it. That's right I'm going to 
write a review. Down to busi- 
ness, my review will cover the 
new disk drive from Atari for 
the 8bit, the XF551. I'll start 
with the good points and then go 
to the bad ones. 

First off, the drive matches 
the XE line to a tee. Cosmeti- 
cally, it couldn't look any better 
and still be a disk drive. This 
drive is truly double- sided and 
also double- density. All this 
means is you can store four 
times as much information as 
you can with a normal single- 
sided single- density disk such as 
you would if you formatted a 
disk with option P from the DOS 
2.5 menu. 

One extremely nice feature is 
this disk drive is quiet. Those of 
you who own an 81 0 or a 1 050 
will wonder if the drive is work- 
ing or not if you have the vol- 
ume turned down on vour mon- 
itor or tv set. This drive is also 
reliable, I used it to run demon- 
strations at the mall all week- 
end and never once did it give 
me any trouble. 

For those of you who like to 
know what's inside, all I can say 
is not much. Compared with the 
1050 or 810, this drive is very 
clean. In fact there are only two 
plugs that connect the drive 
mechanism to the guts. I have 
heard you can take a standard 
three and a half-inch drive 
mechanism and hook it to the 
guts, and you'll have a nice 



three and a half inch disk drive. 

All right, these are the things 
I don't like so far. First, Atari 
didn't put a power indicator 
light on the front of the disk 
drive, in fact there isn't one on it 
at all. The only way that you 
can tell if it's on or not is to go 
around the back of the drive and 
see which way the power switch 
is indicating. [Editors' Note: see 
the following hardware modifi- 
cation article on putting a LED 
indicator on your XF551 !] Which 
brings up the next bad point. 
Atari stuck the power switch in 
the back of the drive. Of course, 
this isn't so bad for those of you 
who are used to reaching around 
to find the power switch but for 
those of us who haven't, it does 
take getting used to. 

Time to disspell all those 
nasty rumors about incompat- 
ibility with software. First, let 
me say I couldn't get the drive to 
work with any legitimate copy of 
Flight Simulator II, though I 
suspect this arises from the soft- 
ware protection scheme sub- 
LOGIC used. But for those of 
you who are worrying the Print 
Shop won't work, don't give it a 
second thought. This drive will 
read the back side of the disk 
perfectly fine, it just won't write 
to it, that is unless you first put 
a notch in the side like so many 
of you have done in the past so 
you could use the back side of 
your disk in your 1 050s. 

Another thing, this drive will 
not format the back side of the 
disk as you would normally ex- 
pect it to as the 1 050 does once 
you punch the write protect hole 
out. 



To format the back side of 
your disk, you need to punch a 
hole exactly opposite of it on the 
left side on both sides of the disk 
jacket. Now before you all get 
up in arms about this being a 
worthless drive since you have to 
do all this work on a double- side 
drive, the above is just for those 
of you who want to use this 
drive like a 1 050. 

To get the full potential out of 
this drive you need use either 
SpartaDOS or MyDOS, both of 
which handle the drive as it was 
meant to be in true double- sided 
fashion. 

I have had no problems writ- 
ing to disks I already punched 
the write protect hole out of. But 
as mentioned above, don't try a 
format until you stick in a 
second timing hole. 

This drive has a lot of poten- 
tial which I hope software ven- 
dors will sit up and take advan- 
tage of. 

The only other things about 
this drive that bugs me are not 
the fault of the drive but rather 
Atari itself. So far Atari hasn't 
released their long awaited 
replacement for DOS 2.5, A- 
DOS, but in the meantime you 
can still use the drive if you use 
SpartaDOS or MyDOS. 

If you are confused enough 
yet, you can give me a call at 
764-4599 and I'll try to explain 
it better or just come to the 
meeting September 11 and I'll 
give a demonstration there. 

One final thing. If you are 
looking for another disk drive or 
even your first disk drive, this is 
the drive to go to. 
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ATARI 8-BIT POWER 

ALPHA SYSTEMS is constantly innovating to provide more power 

for your S-btl Atari* 



HACK BACK 

Special OFFER 

The Alpha Systems HACK PACK contains all our 
finest products tor making Back-up copies, 
Analyzing, Understanding and Protecting your 
Atari programs It comes complete with Atari 

Protection Techniques (Book and Disk I), Advanced Protection Techniques (Book and Disk II), The 
Chipmunk, The Scanalyzer, The Impersonator and Disk Pack 1 000 Worth over $ 1 50. Gel them all 
for the special price of Just $99.95 

Atari Software Protection Techniques Vol I & II 

These Book and Disk packages detail the most advanced copy protection methods in use today They 
guide you through the methods used to create the protection as well as the copying techniques to get 
around them They include information on Phreaking • Hacking • On-line security • Black boxes • Self- 
destructing programs • Pirate bulletin board systems • Logic bombs • New piracy laws • Hardware 
data keys • Weak sectoring (Phantom, Fuzzy and unstable sectors) • Overfilled tracks • CRC errors 
Bank Select cartridges and MUCH, MUCH MORE. The disks include automatic program protectors. 
Protection Scanners, directory hiding and more. 
BOOK I and DISK I $24.95 
BOOK II (Advanced protection) and DISK II $24.95 
Special Offer, Order both sets for Only $39.95 

CHIPMUNK 

Automatic Disk Back-Up System. Make perfectly running unprotected back-up copies of hundreds of 
the most popular Atari programs. Chipmunk's sophisticated programming Automatically finds and 
REMOVES copy protection from most Atari programs. Back-up even heavily protected programs with 
ease Finally, a back-up system that needs no special hardware or skills. 

(If you need a full list of what Chipmunk copies, call or write for our free catalog) $34.95 



PARROT II 

An Ail New Parrot sound digitizer for your Atari Parrot II is a 
sophisticated new hardware device that plugs into your joystick 
port. Parrot II has two inputs. One for a microphone and one for a 
powered source such as a tape player, radio or Compact Disk 
The Powerful Parrot II software lets you record sounds into your computer and play them back on ony 
Atari Parrot II turns your computers keyboard into a musical instrument with nine different sounds 
covering three octaves each The sounds can be anything, a dogs bork, a piano, a complete drum 
set, a symphony or your own voice. 

Parrot ii lets you modify the sounds on a graphic display to create brand new sounds and special 
effects Best of all, the sounds and voices can be put into your own programs that can be used on 
any standard Atari. Explore the world ot digital sound and music ONLY $59.95 

Pre-Recorded Sound Disk More pre-recorded sounds for Parrot $4.95 
PARROT II Demo Disk (Does not require Parrot to run) 



POP-N-ROCKER 



Scanalyzer Automatically scan & analyze commercial programs. Unlock programming secrets and 
learn from the masters $29.95 4 

Impersonator Cartridge to Disk bock up system. Create running back-up copies of any cartridge 
-—3-* (up to 16K) $29.95 

CHEAT 

Get more from your games with CHEAT Tired of spending days trying to beat a game 9 Tired of getting 
stuck just when you need another life? Cheat is an innovative new product that gives you the chance 
you need to beat your favorite games Cheat works with hundreds of Atari games to give you 
unlimited lives or power End the frustration and get hours more enjoyment from your games (Call or 
write Alpha Systems tor our tree catalog with a full list ot the programs that work with Cheot) ONLY $24.95 

BASIC TURBOCHARGER 

NOW for the first time a BASIC programmer can get the power, flexibility and incredible speed ot 
mochine language BASIC TURBOCHARGER is a book and disk package that contains over 1 50 
ready to use machine language routines Complete instructions show how to odd them to your own 
BASIC programs to get these features and more: • Smooth Scrolling • Player/Missile control • Load & 
Save Picture files • Sorting and Searching • Special Effects Graphics • Incredible Speed • Much. Much 
More • Over 1 50 programs You've heard of the power of Assembler, now harness it for your own 
needs $24 95 

216-374-7469 





24 HOUB 
HOTUNi 



a fast paced, multi-player trivia game that mixes questions 
with real songs (digitized 
with Parrot). Be the first to identify the songs and answer the music trivia questions. Pop-N-Rocker 
comes with three data disks and lets you add new questions so it will never get old. Ydu con use a 
Parrot Sound digitizer to add new songs too! Use any kind of music from Rock to Classical to 
Nursery Rhymes A new concept in entertainment and a perfect add-on for Parrot^ $24.95 

COMPUTEREYES & MAGNIPRINT II + 

Turn your computer into a digital portrait studio This complete package lets 
you capture, save & print digital images trom your Video Camera, VCR 
or TV. COMPUTEREYES hardware plugs directly into your joystick ports for 
easy use Print your picture on a 6 foot poster $119.95 

ComputerEyes camera system 

Comes complete with everything above, plus a black and white video . 
camera and connecting cable $329.95 IfaMtN 
Graphics 9 Software - Add a new dimension to your COMPUTEREYES GIANT WALL SIZED POSTERS 
piclures - captures images in 16 shades of grey $12.00 
Magniprint II + 

Easily the most powerful print program available today Print grophics from almost any format in 
hundreds ot shapes, sizes, and shades Supports color printing and lets you create giant posters. 
Magniprint II + lets you stretch and squeeze, invert, add text, adjust shading and much more 
Works with EPSON, NEC. Citoh, Panasonic, Gemini, Star XMM801, and compatible printers (850 
interface or equivalent required) $24.95 
Graphics Transformer 

Now you can combine the most powerful features of all your graphics programs Create print shop 
icons from a Koola pad picture, from a photo digitized with ComputerEyes. or any picture file 
Graphics Transformer lets you Shrink, Enlarge and Merge pictures for unequaled flexibility $22.95 

YOUR ATARI COMES ALIVE 

SAVE MONEY Finally an alternative to buying expensive computer aad-ons Your Atari Comes Alive 
shows you how to built them yourself. This How-To book and disk package gives you comoiete 
step by step instructions and programs needed to built and con'rol these exciting devices and MORE 
• Light Pen • Light & Motor Controllers 'Alarm Systems • Voice Recognition • Environmental Senso'S 
•Data Decoders • More than 1 50 pages tour Atari Comes Alive $24.95 



VISA & MASTERCARD, ORDER BY ALPHA SYSTEMS 1012 SKY LAND <~>RIVE MACEDONIA, OH 44056 FREE BONUS: DELUXE SPACE GAMES (3 gon-.es 

PHONE, OR SEND MONEY ORDER TO: on o disk) Free with any order ol 3 or more items Include S3 00 shD & hdlg (US Conodo) Onio res odd 5 ' 2 °c soies ic« 

Foreign orde.s odd $8 00 shp & hldg Coll or write tor tree catalog Customer Service Line (216) 467 5665 M F 9 3 
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User Group Membership Form 



Name: 



Address: 



City/State: 



Membership # 
Phone: 



ZipCode:. 



I wish to join/renew membership with [circle group(s)]: 

CACE ($14.20) CHAOS ($15) GAG ($15) 



GKAUG ($25) GLASS ($12)* 



MACE ($20) 
My level of experience is: 



TAG ($20) 



Beginner 



Intermediate 



I own an: 



GRASS ($22) 
WAUG ($15) 



Please find the address 
for your group in the 
User Group information 
section later in this 
magazine. 



Advanced 



Game System 400/800/XL/XE ST/Mega 



Expert 



Other: 



•membershup is based on a montly rate. Subtract $1 for each month from Jan. 
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Subscription Form 



Name: 
Address: 
City: 



— 



State/Country: 



ZIP: 



I first saw your publication at: 



I am most interested in the following subjects: 

□ Product Reviews □ Hardware Modifications Q Interviews with Developers 

□ User Group Info □ Current Atari News Q Programming Tutorials 

Please enter my subscription for □ One Year (12 issues) □ Two Years (24 issues) 

Subscription rates: US - $18 for 1yr, $32 for 2yrs; Canadian - $26 for 1yr, $48 for 2yrs; Foreign - $30 for 1yr, $56 for 2 yrs 
Please make check or money order payable in US funds to Unicorn Publications 
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I GOT WITH 
I MODEM 
COMPANY AND 
TOLD THEM WHAT 
I WANTED FOR THE 
|ST, SO HE CAME 
JUT WITH THE BABY 
HUE FOR ME. ITS 
300/1208/2400 

?tL2!2.rTHRTS RIGHT! A SMART, FULLY HAYES 
12s COMPATIBLE MODEM. 

WE THINK THE ST OWNERS SHOULD HAVE THE BEST FOR LESS 



MO IDEM 
FOR YOUR ST 

(A S YEAR WARRANTY) 
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THIS PROGRAM WAS CREATE 
WITH OUR SCANNER P R I N T E 
PRINTER DRIVERS AND NOW 
IMPORT ''IMG'' FILES OR 
YOU HAVE CREATED IN ''I 
WE HAVE SOLD SO MANY OF 
BY ITSELF, WE NOW ARE L 
PRICE, SO EVERYONE CAN 
SIMPLE DESKTOP , WHICH IS 
ICON CONTROL, OR IF YOU 
THEN THIS IS A GREAT CO 




D FOR USE 

R . WE ADDED 
YOU CAN 
SAVE WHAT 

MG ' • FILES 

THIS P R OG RAM 

OWE RING THE 

ENJOY THE 
MENU DRIVEN 
HAVE A DTP 

MP A N I ON . 
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LABEL 
PROFESSIONAL 

THIS PROGRAM IS IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN, YOU NEED i 
;A GOOD PRINTER TO USE THIS ONE. THIS PROGRAM 
WAS MADE FOR OUR OWN USE, TO CREATE LABELS FOR 
THE PROGRAMS WE WROTE. WE ADDED MANY PRESET SIZE 
LABELS IN THE PROGRAM, YOU HAVE A RULER, TO MAKE 
EVERYTHING PERFECT, IMPORT DEGAS FILES OR BRING IN 
THE PICTURES FROM OUR SPAT PROGRAM, WHICH IMPORTS 
.ALMOST EVERYTHING, THEN SAVE IT IN OUR FORMAT, 
THEN CREATE YOUR LABELS 
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GERMAN PROGRAMS WE HftUE. DISKMANGER, CROSSWORD MAKER, SHAPEMAKER, GAMEDISK 



I R A T A 

MIAMI 



V E R L AG , P 
BEACH F L 



O.BOX 69-5530, 
33269. ,305-652-1038 



Terrific Corp is pleased to announce EZRAM II a 512k to 2.5 
meg upgrade for the 520st, 520stfm, and 1040 the sequel to the 
successful EZRAM 520 (over 3000 sold). A quick solderless 
installation gives you the ability to upgrade your machine to 
1 meg using inexpensive 2561c chips, or all the way up to 2.5 
meg using 1 meg chips. 

EZRAM II is a universal board that will fit in the 520st thru 
1040 models. Unlike other boards, EZRAM JJ requires no 
trace-cutting to the ST motherboard. Terrific is famous for 
outstanding quality and support . So call today and increase 
your computing power! 

Sug. Retail $139.95 

* Price doc* not include RAM. pleaie call far fiutberprica an RAM. 



Also available: 

EZRAM 520 1/2 Meg Solderless upgrade (includes RAM) 
for 520 st $149.95 

Z-Time 520 internal clock/calendar chip $49.95 
Z-Time 1040 internal clock/calendar chip $59.95 
Z-Time IBM internal clock/caendar chip $49.95 
Z-Port digital I/O Cartridge was $119.95 now $84.95 

To order: 
Contact your local Dealer 
or direct from: 

Terrific Corp. 
17 St. Mary's Court 
Brookline, MA 02146 
(617) 232-2317 
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Ver. 2.01 Universal Item Selector 



BEST file program available. Complete file manipu- 
lation is possible without use of the desktop. Use 
from within operating programs. With Wildcard fea- 
tures, Group operations are greatly simplified. 
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Shift/Click group operations are easy. Just hold 
down the shift key and select your files for any 
operation. You can also move up the folder tree 
by just clicking up the directory line. No more 
clicking out of each folder to go higher. Just 
select the superior folder and click on its name; 
it's that simple. 



Includes Vertical 
Drive Selector 
Moves / copies / 
deletes / renames 
Uses Wildcards on all 
files 

Prints directories and 
files 

Group operation file 
status 

Hide and Unhide 
single and groups of 
files 

Lock and Unlock 
single and groups of 
files 

Find a file on any 
drive 

Only uses 24K of 
RAM (plus 7K copy 
buffer) 

Programmable 
Default Features 
Remembers last path 
name used 
Never compromise 
your style again, it 

Hnac oil 
UUvO ■ * on 



RAM disk and print spooler inclu- 
ded FREE with each Universal Item 
Selector purchased. 
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Rubberband group operations are possible 
with all "Action Buttons" featured on 
Universal. With verticle drive bar and path 
memory, you no longer have to type in 
drive path changes. 
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Application & Design Software 
A part of MacDonald Associates 
226 NW T Street 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 



$-|995 



FREE 



UPS 2nd Day Air 
if ordered by 
12/16/88 
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alarhclk acc 
alarhclk dat 

ALARMS 
ALT 

ALTAUTO 
ASSIGN 
CALLFSEL 
CODING 

MAILLIST ACC 
MAILLIST DAT 
MAILLIST RSC 
MAKE.DOC ACC 
SI-RAM ACC 
SI.RAM DAT 
SI.RAM RSC 
TYPEWRIT ACC 
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MODIFY. PRG included with Universal 
allows the user to set the defaults to their 
personal preference. Such things as Hidden 
files, sort type, current or original copy 
dating, quick extensions and much more. 
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XF-551 Disk Drive 



Power LED Modification 



by David Bryant (GKAUG) 

Several Atari users have already 
seen the new XF551 disk drive, 
and enjoy the double density, 
double sided features. It seems 
that one feature was left out. 
The new XF551 does not have a 
Power LED to let you know the 
drive is on. If your drive reacts 
like mine, the disk access LED 
lights when you turn the drive 
on and off. This project will 
resolve that oversight by install- 
ing a power LED in the front 
panel, below the disk access led. 

Warning: this modification 
requires that you remove the 
covers and modify the front pan- 
el, so it will void any warranty 
from Atari Corporation. 



Parts Needed 

1 - RED LED, Radio Shack 
#276-018. 

1- 100 OHM RESISTOR, RS 
#271-1311. 

1 - LED Holders, RS #276-079. 

2- 14 inches, 24 Gage Wire. 

Instructions 

1 : Turn the drive over and 



remove the four phillips screws 
that secure the top. Now remove 
the top. 

2: Locate the power cable (it 
has four wires and is keyed) that 
plugs into the rear of the drive, 
and unplug it. 

3: Also locate the data ribbon 
cable (it is also keyed) and un- 
plug it. 

4: Use a pencil and draw a 
line on the bottom case below 
the disk access led. 

5: Remove the phillips screws 
holding the disk drive mounting 
brackets to the bottom case; lift 
the drive assembly from the bot- 
tom case and set it aside. 

6: Use care and drill a 1/4" 
hole in the vertical edge, of the 
bottom case, where you drew the 
line in step #4. (See diagram #1 ) 

7: Insert one Led Holder in 
the hole. 

8: Locate the jumper wire 
marked "V" on the front edge of 
the interface printed circuit 
board. (See diagram #2) Solder 
one of the 14 inch wires to it. 
Solder the other end of this wire 
to the ANODE end (long leg) of 
the LED. 

9: Locate the jumper wire 



marked "G" on the front edge of 
the interface printed circuit 
board and solder one leg of the 
resistor to it (See diagram #2). 
Solder one of the 1 4 inch wires 
to the other leg of the resistor. 
Press the resistor flat against 
the PCB. Solder the other end of 
this wire to the CATHODE end 
(short leg) of the LED. 

10: Insert the LED into the 
led holder and press the legs flat 
against the bottom case. Route 
the wires along the left edge, 
between the drive supports. 

11 : Plug in the power cable to 
the back of the disk drive and 
turn on the power switch. The 
power led should light. If not, 
then check your wiring or the 
polarity of the led. 

12: If all works well, then re- 
move power and re- attach the 
Drive to the bottom case. Attach 
the two cables removed in steps 
#2 and #3. Now install the top 
case to the bottom case. 

13: Apply power and check 
again for proper operation. 

David Bryant is a devoted 
Atari 8bit user, GKAUG's treas- 
urer, and may be contacted at 
the club's BBS (616-657-2665). 
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Hey. I've Been on Vacation! 



(So, What Do You Expect?) 



by Gordon Totty (MACE) 

Maybe a better title would have 
been, 'How I Spent My Summer 
Vacation," but I think you get 
the point either way. If not, the 
point is you might want to skip 
this one and read something bet- 
ter, like "How to Connect Your 
Microwave Oven to Your MIDI 
Port." Come to think of it, that 
article is probably being held for 
the very special Christmas issue. 

First, some personal notes. 

"GOTCHA!!" 

That's my only apology to 
those of you who were taken in 
by my Letter to the Editor and 
my own reply on the subject of 
the Strop Piker or Strap Puker 
review. Gosh folks, I never 
dreamed anyone would believe 
the stupid letter was anything 
other than a eacr! Then, believ- 
ing you would figure the letter 
for a joke, I thought surely you 
would conclude that the answer 
to it was also just humor. 

OK, ok, I will apologize. To 
Bill and Pattie, our beloved edi- 
tors, I beg your pardon. I espe- 
cially feel bad that there are a 
few people who could believe 
that either of you could be cap- 
able of really being sarcastic to a 
reader. So, let me introduce us 
to those who don't know us yet. 
I'm the snide, mean little twerp. 
Bill and Pattie are kind and nice 
or kind of nice, or something like 
that. To the readers, I am sorry 
if I did not make the humor 
more obvious. I let you down, 
and if you can't forgive me then 
read no further. I don't deserve 
you. 



I must admit, however, that I 
never had so much fun writing a 
piece as that bogus Letter to the 
Editor, and its response. Apol- 
ogies aside, I confess that I am 
still giggling over it (the piece, 
not the reaction). 

Let's get serious. While on va- 
cation, I noticed a very bad bit of 
news in The Wall Street Jour- 
nal. In case you haven't heard, 
Atari is claiming it was cheated 
in the Federated store purchase, 
and has filed a lawsuit for dam- 
ages in the amount of $43 mil- 
lion. Considering that Atari paid 
$67.3 million for the stores, the 
suit in effect requests that about 
two- thirds of the purchase price 
be refunded. 

Why? Alleged fraud, consis- 
ting of providing Atari with fin- 
ancial statements and reports 
overstating the value of Federa- 
ted. Atari charges the defen- 
dants knew that the statements 
were not accurate. Atari is seek- 
ing triple damages under the 
Federal Racketeer Influenced 
and Corrupt Organizations Act. 
IH bet that got the defendants' 
attention! Collecting the treble 
damages, a mere $129 million, 
requires proof of a "pattern of 



I know very little about this 
case, but my "man in the street" 
opinion is they will have a very 
hard time proving a pattern of 
racketeering on the part of Fed- 
erated's former CEO, auditors, 
and investment banker. So, let's 
not count on Atari getting the 
full amount and investing it in 
better products, better US dis- 
tribution, more software sup- 
port, etc. 



It seems Federated is doing 
so poorly it is dragging Atari's 
earnings down (59 percent below 
year ago for the first half of '88). 
This, in turn, my fellow inves- 
tors, may account for the fairly 
recent drop in the price of Atari 
stock by about 20 percent to 25 
percent. 

Now, for some more bad news 
on a new subject. We have all 
heard how well Atari is doing 
overseas. So I ask you, what is 
the largest selling home com- 
puter in Germany? According to 
COMPUTE!, it is the Commo- 
dore. Damn things are like cock- 
roaches, aren't they? You just 
cannot wipe them out. Do you 
think we should have bought 
one? Naaahh! You know, one of 
these decades they are going to 
stop bringing out new software 
for it. Besides, the disk drive is 

too slow. 

Back to my vacation, up in 
New England I read about the 
Computer Museum in Boston. I 
wish I could tell you all about 
my visit to it, but I did not get 
near it. Actually, the article I 
saw in the Boston Globe was 
about (sweet?) Adeline Naiman, 
who was just appointed educa- 
tion director of the museum. In 
speaking of the computer revol- 
ution, she said nothing except 
the automobile has made such a 
qualitative difference in the lives 
of people. (One amazing example 
is discussed below.) What do you 
think? Your thousand word es- 
say is due to MAM next month. 
Please get started now. 

Ms. Naiman has a lot of ideas 
for helping the museum bridge 
the gap between the techies 
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(you) and the lay public (me). If only half of her 
ideas get implemented the Boston Computer Mus- 
eum should be an exciting place to visit. 

Come to think of it, it probably already is an 
exciting place to visit. It is the only museum ex- 
clusively devoted to computers. It gets 1 00,000 vis- 
itors each year, so it would not likely be crowded 
on any particular day. They come to see hardware, 
software, historical computers and robots — a col- 
lection of 1,350 artifacts, 1,000 photographs, 200 
videotapes, and 40 films. Mind you, I have not 
been there and cannot speculate how much of this 
is on display at any time. Many museums are like 
icebergs; there is more to them than you can see. 

If you get up that way, stop by. It will cost you 
$4.50 per adult, according to the flyer I picked up 
from a travel rack. If you have already been there, 
why not write up a description for MAM? (Don't 
you like the title of our journal? Reminds me of a 
polite youngster addressing a mature lady.) 

Moving on to another subject and another com- 
puter, how many of you became charter subscri- 
bers to PC/Computing? Because of the brand of 
computer I use at the office (Brand X if you must 
know), I have tried several of the magazines that 
cater to the computers that use PC- DOS or MS- 
DOS. I am not going to name the ones I did not 
like, but I want to relate that while on vacation, I 
read the first issue of PC/Computing from cover to 
cover. If you are interested in this kind of maga- 
zine, in addition to MAM and three or four Atari 
related magazines, I urge you to try PC/Comp- 
uting. 

I rate it "fantastic" on a scale from "Save it for 
the out-house" to "Not tonight, honey; I'm going to 
read a magazine!" ("Fantastic" is just below the 
top of the scale. I don't give the top rating to many 
publications.) It is published by Ziff-Davis Pub- 
lishing Company. I mention that so you can be 
sure to pick up the right magazine. Many of these 
magazines have very similar titles, owing to the 
limited number of ways you can say 'PC." 

Back to the subject of Atari magazines for a 
moment, do you notice, as I do, that there seem to 
be more Atari magazines, relatively, than Atari 
computers? Are we better at buying magazines 
than other computer owners? There are far more 
Apple computers in use than Atari, yet I think 
there are twice as many Atari magazines as Apple. 
Or, does it just seem that way as I go broke buying 
magazines at about $4 each? Fortunately, I save 
money by not buying any more Apple magazines. I 
did buy one, just once. Didn't like it. 

PC/Computing has a $2.95 cover price but 12 
monthly issues can be yours for $12.95 a year, in- 
cluding a free disk of utilities for 'ol blue. The first 
issue was 272 pages, not uncommon in the PC 
magazine field. See how important advertisers are 
to keeping the price of the magazine down? 

So far, PC/Computing has cost me double the 
subscription price, as an article in it caused me to 



go out and buy a book. The article is about Stephen 
Hawking, a 46-year-old British physicist who is a 
genius. Mr. Hawking has had Lou Gehrig's disease 
for about 25 years and has been confined to a 
wheelchair for the past twenty years. Several years 
ago, he lost his voice after catching pneumonia. 
After that, his wheelchair was equipped with a 
special computer and voice synthesizer to permit 
him to "talk." One of his ambitions is to show that 
disabled people can achieve success with the right 
help and equipment. 

Hawking's publisher (Bantam Books) points out 
he was born on the anniversary of Galileo's death. 
(What would Shirley MacLaine make of that?) He 
holds Newton's chair as Lucasian Professor of 
Mathematics at Cambridge University. His pub- 
lisher claims he "is widely regarded as the most 
brilliant theoretical physicist since Einstein." 
Hawking calls this "media hype. I'm a bit smarter 
than most, but not exceptional." (Newton's chair 
at Cambridge! Sure, MAM, the kid's a little bright- 
er than average.. .but he's no Einstein!) 

The book is titled "A Brief History of Time, 
From the Big Bang to Black Holes." The last time 
I looked, it was on the New York Times' best seller 
list. I have not read it yet, but understand that it 
includes only one equation. In it you will learn 
that black holes have no hair. (Don't ask me; I 
haven't figured that out yet.) With careful read- 
ing, I hope to profit from this book, but I did not 
buy it soley for that reason. I am sure Stephen 
Hawking would not like to read this, but I bought 
the book because the PC/Computing interview put 
a lump in my throat. I had to buy the book, to 
read what it is that this man works so hard to 
communicate. My emotion is not pity. It is awe. 
Awe of the technology and the man. 

The PC/Computing article was written by 
Charles Fox, also confined to a wheelchair. Even if 
this magazine is not for you, try to look it up at the 
library and read the piece about Hawking. It was 
written for people interested in computers, and 
describes an amazing computer application. 

The only other news I have from my summer 
vacation has to do with my "hacking" as a writer. 
Immodesty forces me to reveal to you that, if all 
goes well, you should soon be able to read some of 
my stuff in ST X-PRESS. They have NOT gone out 
of business, but, like Analog have been off the mar- 
ket for a few months and expect to return "bigger 
and better." Perhaps it will have happened by the 
time you read this. Wish me well, I know I do! 

Aw, c'mon. I'm just kidding. My ego is very, 
very tiny. Almost. 

I wonder if ST X-PRESS would have canned me 
for the Strip Poker prank. One thing that will 
keep me writing for MAM is that my MAM has for- 
given me. Thank you, MAM, my little MAM- my! 
How corny do you think I can get? 

[Editors' Note: Very, Gordon, very!] 
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by Jim Schmickley, Hawkeye PC 
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Summary: This article describes the 
"blocking" by one long-distance tele- 
phone company of access through its 
system to certain telephone num- 
bers, particularly BBS numbers. 
The blocking is applied in a very ar- 
bitrary manner, and the company 
arrogantly asserts BBS SysOps and 
anyone who uses a computer modem 
are "hackers.** 

The company doesn't really want 
to discuss the situation, but it ap- 
pears the following scenario occur- 
red. The proverbial "person or pers- 
ons unknown" identified one or more 
"valid" long-distance account num- 
bers, and subsequently used those 
numbers on one or more occasions to 
fraudulently call a legitimate com- 
puter bulletin board system (BBS). 
When the long-distance company 
discovered the fraudulent charges, 
they "blocked" the line without bo- 
thering to investigate or contacting 
the BBS SvsOo to obtain his assis- 
tance. In fact, the company did not 
even determine the SysOp's name. 

The long-distance carrier would 
like to pretend that the incident 
which triggered the actions descri- 
bed in this article was an isolated 
situation, not related to anything 
else in the world. However, there 
are major principles of free, uninhi- 
bited communications and individ- 
ual rights deeply interwoven into 
the issue. And there is still the lin- 
gering question, "If one long-dis- 
tance company is interfering with 
its customers' communications on 
little more than a whim, are other 
long-distant companies also inter- 
fering with the American public's 
right of free 'electronic speech?" 

Call to Action 

Your inputs and protests are 
needed to counter the long-distance 
company's claims that "no one was 
hurt by their blocking actions be- 



cause nobody complained. " Obvi- 
ously nobody complained for a long 
time because the line blocking was 
carried out in such a manner no one 
realized, until April 1988, what was 
being done. 

Please read through the rest of 
this article (yes, it's long, but you 
should find it very interesting) and 
judge for yourself. Then, please 
write to the organizations listed at 
the end of the article; insist your 
right to telephone whatever number 
you choose should not be impaired 
by the arbitrary decision of some 
telephone company bureaucrat who 
really doesn't care about the rights 
of his customers. Protest in the 
strongest terms. Remember, the 
rights you save will be your own! 

Setting the Scene 

Teleconnect is a long-distance 
carrier and telephone direct market- 
ing company headquartered in Ce- 
dar Rapids, Iowa. The company is 
about eight-years-old, and has a 
long-distance business base of about 
200,000 customers. Teleconnect has 
just completed its first public stock 
offering, and is presently (August 
1988) involved in a merger which 
will make it the nation's fourth- 
largest long-distance carrier. It is a 
very rapidly- growing company, hav- 
ing achieved its spectacular growth 
by offering long-distance service at 
rates advertised as being 15 percent 
to 30 percent below AT&fTs rates. 

When Teleconnect started out in 
the telephone interconnection busi- 
ness, few, if any, exchanges were set 
up for "equal access", so it set up a 
network of local access numbers (es- 
sentially just unlisted local PABXs - 
private automatic branch exchan- 
ges) and assigned a six-digit account 
number to each customer. Later, a 
seventh "security" digit was added 
to all account numbers. (I know 
what you're thinking - what could 
be easier for a war-games dialer 



than to seek out "valid" seven- digit 
numbers?) Teleconnect now offers 
direct "equal access" dialing on most 
exchanges. But, the older access 
number/account code system is still 
in place for those exchanges which 
do not offer "equal access." And, 
that system is still very useful for 
customers who place calls from their 
offices or other locations away from 
home. 

In April 1988, a friend mention- 
ed that Teleconnect was "blocking" 
certain telephone lines where they 
detected computer tone. In particu- 
lar, he had been unable to call Curt 
Kyhl's Stock Exchange BBS in Wa- 
terloo, Iowa. This sounded like some- 
thing I should certainly look into, so 
I tried to call Curt's BBS. Telecon- 
nect would not allow my call to go 
through. Instead, I got a recorded 
voice message stating the call was a 
local call from my location. A se- 
cond attempt got the same message. 
At least they were consistent. 

I called my Teleconnect service 
representative and asked just what 
the problem was. After I explained 
what happened, she suggested that 
it must be a local call. I explained I 
really didn't think a 70-mile call 
from Cedar Rapids to Waterloo was 
a local call. She checked on the sit- 
uation and informed me the line 
was being "blocked." I asked why, 
and she "supposed it was at the cus- 
tomer's request." After being ad- 
vised that statement made no sense, 
she admitted she really didn't know 
why. So, on to her supervisor. The 
first- level supervisor verified the 
line was being "blocked by Telecon- 
nect security," but she couldn't or 
wouldn't say why. Then she chal- 
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question to ask this unhappy custo- 
mer, and the lady quickly discover- 
ed that was none of her business. 
On to her supervisor. 

The second- level supervisor re- 
fused to reveal any information of 
value to a mere customer, but she 
did suggest any line Teleconnect 
was blocking could still be reached 
through AT&T or Northwestern Bell 
by dialing 10288-1. When question- 
ed why Teleconnect, which for years 
had sold its service on the basis of a 
cost-savings over AT&T rates, was 
now suggesting that customers use 
AT&T, the lady had no answer. 

I was then informed that, if I 
needed more information, I should 
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contact Dan Rogers, Teleconnect's Vice President for 
Customer Service. That sounded good; "Please connect 
me. 

Tm sorry, but Mr. Rogers is out of town, and won't 
be back until next week." 
"Next week? H 

"But he does call in regularly. Maybe he could call 
you back before that." 

Mr. Rogers did call me back, later that day, from 
Washington, D.C. where he and some Teleconnect "se- 
curity people" were attending a conference on telephone 
security. Dan Rogers prefaced his conversation with, 
Tm just the mouthpiece; I don't understand all the tech- 
nical details. But, our security people are blocking that 
number because we've had some problems with it in the 
past." I protested the allegation of "problems" didn't 
make sense because the number was for a computer bul- 
letin board system operated by a reputable businessman, 
CurtKyhl. 

Mr. Rogers said I had just given Teleconnect new in- 
formation; they had not been able to determine whose 
number they were blocking. "Our people are good, but 
they're not that good. Northwestern Bell won't release 
subscriber information to us." And, when he got back to 
his office the following Monday, he would have the secur- 
ity people check to see if the block could be removed. 

The following Monday, another woman from Telecon- 
nect called to inform me they had checked the line, and 
they were removing the block from it. She added the 
comment this was the first time in four years that any- 
one had requested a line be unblocked. I suggested that 
it probably wouldn't be the last time. 

In a later telephone conversation, Dan Rogers ver- 
ified the block had been removed from Curt Kyhl's line, 
but warned the line would be blocked again "if there 
were any more problems with it." A brief, nonconclusive 
discussion of Teleconnect's right to take such action then 
ensued. I added the fact that Teleconnect "security" had 
been unable to determine the identity of the SysOp of 
the blocked board just didn't make sense; it didnt sound 
as if the "security people" were very competent. Mr. 
Rogers then admitted every time the security people 
tried to call the number, they got a busy signal (and, al- 
though Mr. Rogers didn't admit it, they just "gave up," 
and arbitrarily blocked the line.) Oh, yes, the voice mes- 
sage, "This is a local call..." was not intended to deceive 
anyone according to Dan Rogers. It was just Teleconnect 
could only put so many messages on their equipment, 
and that was the one they selected for blocked lines. 

Beginning the Paper Trail 

Obviously, Teleconnect was not going to pay much 
attention to telephone calls from mere customers. On 
April 22, Ben Blacks toe k, practicing attorney and veter- 
an SysOp, wrote to Mr. Rogers urging Teleconnect per- 
mit their customers to call whatever numbers they de- 
sired. Ben questioned Teleconnect's authority to block 
calls, and suggested such action had serious overlays of 
"big brother." He also noted "you cannot punish the in- 
nocent to get at someone who is apparently causing Tele- 
connect difficulty." 

Casey D. Mahon, Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel of Teleconnect, replied to Ben Blackstock's letter 
on April 28th. This response was the start of Telecon- 
nect's seemingly endless stream of vague, general alle- 
gations regarding "hackers" and "computer billboards." 



Teleconnect insisted they did have authority to block ac- 
cess to telephone lines, and cited 18 USC 2511(2 XaXi) as 
an example of the authority. The Teleconnect position 
was summed up in the letter: 

"Finally, please be advised the company is willing to 
'unblock' the line in order to ascertain whether or not il- 
legal hacking has ceased. In the event, however, theft of 
Teleconnect long distance services through use of the 
bulletin board resumes, we will certainly block access 
through the Teleconnect network again and use our au- 
thority under federal law to ascertain the identity of the 
hacker or hackers." 

Mr. Blackstock checked the cited section of the US 
Code, and discovered it related to "interception" of com- 
munications, but had nothing to do with blocking. He 
advised me of his opinion, and wrote back to Casey Ma- 
hon challenging her interpretation of that section of fed- 
eral law. 

In his letter, Ben noted, "Either Teleconnect is pro- 
viding a communication service that is not discrimina- 
tory, or it is not." He added he would "become upset, to 
say the least" if he discovered Teleconnect was blocking 
access to his BBS. Mr. Blackstock concluded by offering 
to cooperate with Teleconnect in seeking a declaratory 
judgment regarding their "right" to block a telephone 
number based upon the actions of some third party. To 
date, Teleconnect has not responded to that offer. 

On May 13th, I sent my own reply to Casey Mahon, 
and answered the issues of her letter point by point. I 
noted that even I, not an attorney, knew the difference 
between interception and blocking, and if Teleconnect 
didnt, they could check with any football fan. My letter 
concluded: 

"Since Teleconnect's 'blocking* policies are ill- con- 
ceived, thoughtlessly arbitrary, an ti- consumer, and of 
questionable legality, they need to be corrected immed- 
iately. Please advise me how Teleconnect is revising 
these policies to ensure that I and all other legitimate 
subscribers will have uninhibited access to any and all 
long-distance numbers we choose to call." 

Casey Mahon replied on June 3rd. Not unexpectedly, 
she brushed aside all my arguments. She also presented 
the first of the sweeping generalizations, with total 
avoidance of specifics, which we have since come to rec- 
ognize as a Teleconnect trademark. One paragraph 
neatly sums Casey Mahon's letter: 

"While I appreciate the time and thought that ob- 
viously went into your letter, I do not agree with your 
conclusion that Teleconnect's efforts to prevent theft of 
its services are in any way inappropriate. The inter-ex- 
change industry has been plagued, throughout its his- 
tory, by individuals who devote substantial ingenuity to 
the theft of long distance services. It is not unheard of 
for a company to lose as much as $500,000 a month to 
theft. As you can imagine, such losses, over a period of 
time, could drive a company out of business." 

Escalation 

By this time, it was very obvious Teleconnect was go- 
ing to remain recalcitrant until some third party, prefer- 
ably a regulatory agency, convinced them of the error of 
their ways. Accordingly, I assembled the file and added 
a letter of complaint addressed to the Iowa Utilities 
Board. The complaint simply asked that Teleconnect be 
directed to institute appropriate safeguards to ensure 
"innocent third parties" would no longer be adversely af- 
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fected by Teleconnect's arbitrary "blocking" policies. My 
letter of complaint was dated July 7th, and the Iowa 
Utilities Board replied on July 13th. The reply stated 
Teleconnect was required to respond to my complaint by 
August 2nd, and the Board would then propose a res- 
olution. If the proposed resolution was not satisfactory, I 
could request the file be reopened and the complaint be 
reconsidered. If the results of that action were not 
satisfactory, a formal hearing could be requested. 

After filing the complaint, I also sent a copy of the 
file to Congressman Tom Tauke. Mr. Tauke represents 
the Second Congressional District of Iowa, which in- 
cludes Cedar Rapids, and is also a member of the House 
Telecommunications Subcommittee. I have subsequently 
had a personal conversation with Mr. Tauke as well as 
additional correspondence on the subject. He seems to 
have a deep and genuine interest in the issue, but at my 
request, is simply an interested observer at this time. It 
is our hope that the Iowa Utilities Board will propose an 
acceptable resolution without additional help. 

Teleconnect's response to the Iowa Utilities Board 
was filed July 29th. As anticipated, it contained vague 
generalities and unsubstantiated allegations. However, 
it offered one item of new, and shocking, information; 
Curt Kyhl's BBS had been blocked for ten months, from 
June 6, 1987 to mid- April 1988. (At this point it should 
be noted that Teleconnect's customers had no idea that 
the company was blocking some of our calls. We just as- 
sumed that calls weren't going through because of Tele- 
connect's technical problems.) 

Teleconnect avoided Duttinsr anv specific, or even rel- 
evant, information in their letter. However, they did of- 
fer to whisper in the staff's ear; 'Teleconnect would be 
willing to share detailed information regarding this spe- 
cific case, and hacking in general, with the Board's staff, 
as it has in the past with various federal and local law 
enforcement agencies, including the United States Secret 
Service. Teleconnect respectfully requests, however, 
that the board agree to keep such information confiden- 
tial, as to do otherwise would involve public disclosure of 
ongoing investigations of criminal conduct and the meth- 
ods by which interexchange carriers, including Telecon- 
nect, detect such theft." 

There is no indication of whether anyone felt such a 
"confidential" meeting would violate Iowa's Open 
Meetings Law. And, nobody apparently questioned why, 
during a ten- month- long ongoing investigation, Telecon- 
nect seemed unable to determine the name of the indi- 
vidual whose line they were blocking. Of course, what- 
ever they did was justified because (in their own words), 
Teleconnect had suffered substantial dollar losses as a 
result of the theft of long distance services by means of 
computer 'hacking' utilizing the computer billboard 
which is available at that number." 

Teleconnect's most vile allegation was, "Many times, 
the hacker will enter the stolen authorization code on 
computer billboards, allowing others to steal long dis- 
tance services by utilizing the code." But no harm was 
done by the blocking of the BBS number because, "Dur- 
ing the ten month period the number was blocked, Tele- 
connect received no complaints from anyone claiming to 
be the party to whom the number was assigned." The 
fact Curt Kyhl had no way of knowing his line was being 
blocked might have had something to do with the fact 
that he didn't complain. 

It was also pointed out I really had no right to com- 
plain since, "First, and foremost, Mr. Schmickley is not 



the subscriber to the number." That's true; I'm just a 
long-time Teleconnect customer refused service because 
of an alleged act performed by an unknown third party. 

Then Teleconnect dumped on the Utilities Board staff 
a copy of a seven page article from Business Week Mag- 
azine, entitled "Is Your Computer Secure?" This article 
was totally unrelated to the theft of long-distance ser- 
vice, except for an excerpt from a sidebar story about a 
West German hackers' club. The story reported that, Tn 
1984, Chaos uncovered a security hole in the videotex 
system the German telephone authority, the Deutsche 
Bundespost, was building. When the agency ignored club 
warnings that messages in a customer's private electron- 
ic mailbox weren't secure, Chaos members set out to 
prove the point. They logged on to computers at Ham- 
burger Sparkasse, a savings bank, and programmed 
them to make thousands of videotex calls to Chaos head- 
quarters one weekend. After two days of this, the^bank 
owed the Bundespost $75,000 in telephone charges." 

Resolution with a Rubber Stamp 

The staff of the Iowa Utilities Board replied to my 
complaint by letter on August 19th. They apparently ac- 
cepted the vague innuendo submitted by Teleconnect 
without any verification. "Considering the illegal actions 
reportedly to be taking place on number (319) 236-0834, 
it appears the blocking was reasonable. However, we be- 
lieve the Board should be notified shortly after the block- 
ing and permission should be obtained to continue the 
blocking for any period of time." 

However, it was also noted that, "Iowa Code 476.20 
(1) (1987) states, 'A utility shall not, except in cases of 
emergency, discontinue, reduce, or impair service to a 
community or a part of a community, except for nonpay- 
ment of account or violation of rules and regulations, un- 
less and until permission to do so is obtained from the 
Board." The letter further clarified, "Although the Iowa 
Code is subject to interpretation, it appears to staff that 
'emergency' refers to a relatively short time..." 

Since it appeared obvious the Utilities Board staff 
had not questioned or investigated a single one of Tele- 
connect's allegations, the staffs response was absolutely 
astounding. Accordingly, I filed a request far reconsider- 
ation on August 22nd. 

Three points were raised in the request for reconsid- 
eration: (1) The staffs evaluation should have been fo- 
cused on the denial of service to me and countless others 
of Teleconnect's 200,000 customers, and not just on the 
blocking of incoming calls to one BBS. (2) The staff 
accepted all of Teleconnect's allegations as fact, although 
not one bit of hard evidence was presented in support of 
those allegations. (3) In the words of the staff s own 
citation, it appeared that Teleconnect had violated Iowa 
Code 476.20 (1) (1987) continuously over a ten months' 
period, perhaps as long as four years. 

Since Teleconnect had dumped a seven-page irrele- 
vant magazine article on the staff, it seemed only fair to 
now offer a two- page completely relevant story to them. 
This was "On Your Computer - Bulletin Boards," from 
the June, 1988 issue of "Changing Times." This excel- 
lent article cited nine BBSes as "good places to get start- 
ed." Among the nine listed BBSes was Curt Kyhl s 
"Stock Exchange, Waterloo, Iowa (319-236-0834)." Even 
the geniuses at Teleconnect ought to be able to recognize 
that this BBS, recommended by a national magazine, is 
the very same one they blocked for ten months. 
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Telecommunicating Tips 

You are now up-to-date on the entire story. Now, we 
are in the process of spreading the word so that all 
interested people can contact the Iowa authorities so 
they will get the message that this case is much bigger 
than the blocking of one BBS. You can help in two ways: 

First, upload this file to bulletin boards you call. 
Let's get this message distributed to BBS and modem 
users across the nation, because the threat is truly to 
communications across the nation. 

Second, read the notice appended to this article and 
ACT. The notice was distributed at the last meeting of 
Hawkeye PC Users' Group. If you are a Teleconnect cus- 
tomer, it is very important you write the agencies listed 
on the notice. If you are not a Teleconnect customer, but 
are interested in preserving your rights to uninhibited 
communications, you can help the cause by writing to 
those agencies, also. 

If you are user of Teleconnect's long distance tele- 
phone service,you need to be aware of their "blocking" 
policy. Teleconnect representatives have indicated other 
"computer numbers" have been the objects of similar 
action in the past, and they (Teleconnect) have a "right" 
to continue such action in the future. Aside from the 
trampling of individual rights guaranteed by the Bill of 
Rights of the US Constitution, this arbitrary action 
serves only to "punish the innocent" Teleconnect custo- 
mers and bulletin board operators, while doing absol- 
utely nothing to identify, punish, or obtain payment from 
the guilty. 

Please write to Teleconnect. Explain how long you 
have been a customer, that vour modem generates a sig- 
nificant amount of the revenue they collect from you, and 
that you strongly object to their arbitrarily deciding 
what numbers you may or may not call. Challenge their 
"right" to institute a "blocking" policy and insist the 
policy be changed. Send your protests to: Teleconnect 
Company, att: Mr. Dan Rogers, Vice President for Cus- 
tomer Service, 500 Second Avenue, S.E. Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa 52401. 

A complaint filed with the Iowa Utilities Board has 
been initially resolved in favor of Teleconnect. A request 
for reconsideration has been filed, and the time is now 
for letters to the State of Iowa. Please write to: Gerald 
W. Winter, Supervisor, Consumer Services, Iowa State 
Utilities Board, Lucas State Office Building, Des Moines, 
Iowa 50319. And to: James Maret, Office of the Consu- 
mer Advocate, Lucas State Office Building, Des Moines, 
Iowa 50319. 

[Editors' Note: Jerry Cross is looking into the issue 
of blocking by phone companies here in Michigan. We 
eagerly look forward to his article.] 

___ ^ 

{ 

Timeworks Publisher ST Brand new, j 
a real steal at only $751 j 
J Murder on the Atlantic from Intracom ! 
| Give your sluething skills & ST a workoutl j 

Only $20 j 
j Are you a Golf Fan? How about LeaderBoard j 
and Mean-18? Each only $15 - still 
shrink- wrappedl 
| Contact Pattie - (313) 973-8825 j 



Michigan Atari Magazine 



Telecommunicating Tips 

by John Nagy (CHAOS) 

A little- know cause of modem problems is reversed 
polarity at the phone jack. As many of us install 
our own extensions, we may not observe it 
sometimes can make a difference which wire goes 
where. An XM301 modem can fail to auto-answer 
(or operate at all) if the phone wires are reversed, 
while users of 2400 baud modems may find connec- 
tion problems or line noise can be relieved by cor- 
recting the phone polarity. 

Did you know most phone companies will want 
to sock you for a Business Rate Phone Line if you 
run a BBS? Even if it is a private and not for prof- 
it board, several companies have pressed for, and 
received, judgements against BBS operators for 
back charges at the higher commercial rates. 

The key to being charged as a business? Adver- 
tising the phone number. Yes, if you make the 
number public or someone else announces your 
number in a message on another BBS, you can be 
said to be advertising, and thus, a business user. 
Beware. I can't believe this happens much, but it 
happened to Steven Kamradt, SysOp of Merlyn's 
Rainbow in Florida. I hope the phone companies 
don't read the back pages of Computer Shopper 
where hundreds of BBSes are "advertised." 

While we are talking about phones, I've been 
asked if "data quality" lines are really needed for a 
BBS or a home phone used for modeming. It all 
depends on your area and what baud rate you ex- 
pect to use. Some phone companies will pry a bit if 
you add a second phone line (looking for business 
rate revenue!). If you say you plan to use it for 
your computer, they will immediately try to con- 
vince you that a special grade line is required... at 
a premium rate. If you have already used the reg- 
ular lines in your area at the transfer speed you 
expect to be using and found them reasonably 
trouble free, don't even mention "computers" when 
you order your new line. 

It is true that in some areas the lines are al- 
ways too noisey for reliable data use at any speed, 
and almost anywhere, the lines are unsuitable for 
sustained 9600 baud use. Just know what you 
need before you over-buy. A friend of mine was 
talked into data-quality line charges... although he 
uses only a 300 baud modem, and only occasion- 
ally. A sad waste. 

[Editors' Note: Speaking from our experience, the 
local or long-distance phone companies did not 
pressure or suggest getting a data line even though 
the company's representative was informed the 
second line was for a computer bulletin board.] 
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Create a Digital Audio 
Workstation with your ST! 

Powerfull MIDI tools from 
Hybrid Arts and Dr. T's ... 



EZ Track Plus Sequencer Hybri-Switch - Program 
EZ Score Plus Switching Environment 

Ludwig - Real Time Composer Oasis ST- Mirage Editor 
ADAP I Soundrack 

Genpatch ST - Generic Patch Librarian 
Multiplexer MIDI Box 

MIDI Track ST Sequencer w/FSK or SMPTE Sync Box 



Dr. Ts KCS Level I & II 
Copyist Level I, II, & III 
Full featured editors for: 

Roland's D-10/110, D-50, & MT-32 

Yamaha's DX-7, 4-Op 

Ensonic's ESQ-1/SQ-80 



ProCopy back- 

You can't backup your software 
because copy protection locks 
you out. ProCopy is the key! 

■ Protects against the accidental loss of 
expensive software 

■ Works with all Atari STs 

■ Copies both S/S & D/S disks 

■ Use with 1 or 2 disk drives 

■ Not copy protected 

■ FREE shipping and handling 

■ TOLL-FREE telephone number 

■ Updates are only SI 2 with return 

■ Orders shipped same day 

■ Disk analyze function included 



Dealer 
Inquiries 
Welcome 



VISA 



and C.O.D. 
orders 
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Watch for our entry level MIDI 
seminar coming in September! 

Stop in or Call (31 3) 663-0090 



STATE STREET ©©tfirDpyftiO 3 

334 S. State, Ann Arbor. Ml 48104 



Call (800) 843-1223 

Send check for $34.95 (overseas add S2.00 for air mail) to: 

PROCO PRODUCTS 

P.O. BOX 665, CHEPACHET, RHODE ISLAND 02814 USA 

(401) 568-8459 

I Available the moving finger co. tech-soft 

Internationally Building 2 C H MP ^. ER W "°,: ESALE 

in CnrrtnA Shamrock Quay 324 Stirling Highway 

in turopo Southampton, SOl-lQL Clo^mont 

and England Western Australia 6010| 

Australasia Tel. 0703-229041 Tel. 09-385-1885 




A ST/MEGA A 

Michtron Eprom Burner (up to 512K eproms) $199 

Atari SH204 Host Adapter This is the cheapest Atari 
hard drive host adapter availlable. Can be used with standard 
hard drive controller cards like the Adaptec 4000A. Great for 

building low cost hard drive systems. $60 

P.C. DittO Cable kit (3 ft cable with installed 14 connector one side 
and bare wires the other side and 34 edge connector + pin outs) $10 ea. 

Because you asked for them we have 
brought in! 3 ft SC1224 and SM124 monitor 
extension cables! (M to F) For use with 
Goldstar and Samsung monitors with one 
| sided short cables $25 

13 pin Female cable connectors $4.75 

14 Pin Female cable connectors $5.60 ! 

(Use these 14 pin Female connectors with a standard printer 
switch box and make a drive switch box for P.C. Ditto drives) 

MOUSe Feet (our feet have twice as much teflon material) $4 pk«> 
MOUSe Eyes (Taiwan mouse only) 8pk wo^ wi $5 

Mouse Cleaning Kit by Tacklind $12.95 
Mega Keyboard Covers $8.50 ea. 




A 400/800/XL/XE A 

Digital Devices APE-LINK Kits (adds extrasio connectors to 

Your Atari Daisy Chain) Bare P.C. Board $10 Kit $21 

1030 Modem Special ! 29.95 
New 256K Atari Game Cartridges in stock. 
See our cataloge for listing! j 
Thomson Proburner Eprom Burner $149.00 
XL Keyboard Mylars in stock now! $22 ea 
In Stock 130XE Cartridge Connectors $6.30 
Many people have asked which Mailing List 
program we use at Best Electronics, we 
currently use Super Mailer+ from Royal 
Software. Super Mailer program (D) $39.95 
XL to XE Software Compatiablty Mod by Tom 
Lawless. This two chip/switch mod is for 
enhanced 800XL computers (256K-512K). $8 
Hardware upgrade kits and P.C. boards 
that require the 41256K ram chips have 
been put on hold because of the high 
price of ram chips. We hope to ship 
again once ram chip prices start to drop 
down! 
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Desk File 



Get tp and GOE! 




config 



*lcons 

?§t^by Name 
Sort by Type 
Border Style 
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by Bill Rayl 



In the 8bit Atari community, 
one of the hottest topics of dis- 
cussion centers around the new 
ST-like graphic operating en- 
vironments hitting the market. 
Recently, I had the opportunity 
to speak with David Sullivan of 
Total Control Systems, develo- 



per of GOE for the 8bit. Dave 
had just finished a very success- 
ful demonstration of the cart- 
ridge-based operating system at 
the Glendale AtariFest. During 
our conversation, Dave spoke of 
the past, persent and future 
plans for the GOE cartridge. 

In the Beginning 

Dave first began work on GOE, 
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♦cab I es* I light gun 



for Atari ST 

♦ Disk Drive* 

ST Drive, 6' $16.95 
ST - 5.25" Drive $21.95 
Third Drive $31.95 

i monitor ^ 

♦Extension, 3' $21.95 
'Replacement, 4 1 $19.95 
•Compatible w/both 
SM124 & SC1224 

Composite Monitor, 6 1 

$ 19.95 

DB9-13pin DIN, 6' $19.95 
(IBM type RGB hook-up) 

Can't find the cable you 
need? We'll make it for 
you! Call us. 

©Hardware© 

30MET 720B Disk Drive 
$164.95 DS/DD, 720K, 

Reads/writes 82 tracks 
60-day Warranty! Use 
as drive "B" only. I NEW! 



for XL/XE Systems 

♦ martian Phasar ♦ 

We've modified a leading 

manufacturerer's light 
gun to work on your 
XL/XE game system. It is 
not only compatible with 
the Atari gun, but is 
judged by a leading 
games developer to be 
more accurate. Comes 
bundled with CHEAP SHOT 
PD software disk. Even 
works on the Atari 400 & 
800 systems. List price 
$44.95. SALE $39,951 

Barnyard Blaster $28.95 

B-bit Specials 

The Converter $ 1 6.95 
XETEC Graphic 

Printer Interface $31.95 
Paperclip with 

Spelling Checker $24.95 
Asylum $ 1 4.95 



in a roundabout way, back in 
1986 when he produced a public 
domain program called GOS 
which he donated to his local 
User Group. After spending 
about three months working on 
what was later to become GOE, 
Dave was approached by a com- 
pany called Merrill Ward. Mer- 
rill Ward asked Dave to convert 
their Celebrity Cookbook pro- 
gram from the IBM to other ma- 
chines. For nearly a year and a 
half, GOE was set aside. Then, 
in late April/early May of 1988 
Total Control Systems and Mer- 
rill Ward entered negotiations 
over the marketing of GOE. 

Then things fell apart. For 
legal reasons, Dave could not 
comment on why Total Control 
Systems and Merrill Ward 
parted company. He did say, 
"Not only are the statements 
Mr. Merrill is making saying I 
missed contracted deadlines 
false, there never were any con- 
tracts signed.'* 

Merrill Ward, reportedly un- 
der the new name of USA Me- 
dia, is focusing attention on the 
marketing of Reeve Software's 
Diamond OS. Total Control Sys- 
tems is going ahead with pro- 
duction of the GOE cartridge. 
According to Dave, the demo 
disk Merrill Ward was using for 
promotion of GOE was actually 
derived from the 1986 public 
domain GOS program and didn't 
do justice to the final product. 

For anyone who purchased 
this demo disk from Merrill 
Ward for $5, Total Control Sys- 
tems is willing to credit this $5 
toward purchase of the GOE 
cartridge. 
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Get LP & GOE 



Plug It In and GOE 

GOE, which will begin shipping to dealers in 
late October, is a 64K ICD "piggyback" cartridge 
allowing users to plug in additional cartridges with 
ease. Built into the cartridge is the graphic oper- 
ating system, the desktop, a number of fonts and 
icons and three desk accessories — a notepad, cal- 
culator and an ST- like Control Panel. The cart- 
ridge also comes with information on how to use 
the graphic interface routines in your programs 
and source code for the three included accessories. 
A coupon allowing GOE owners to purchase Total 
Control System's wordprocessor and paint pro- 
grams for only $14.95 will also be included in the 
package for a limited time. 

Until the cartridge appears in the stores in late 
October, GOE can be purchased directly from 
Total Control Systems for only $50, so you can get 
the whole package for $65! Dave added that the 
wordprocessor will support the Atari XEP-80 and 
multiple fonts while the paint program "is a Neo- 
Chrome workalike" that allows 128 colors (!) for 



COMPUTER 
CONCEPTS 



TRY DEFORE 
YOU BUY! 




SOFTWARE RENTALS FOR 
ATARI ST. & ATARI 8-BIT! 




5174 

DSDD 
.34 




3 1/2 

DSDD 
1.35 1 



PAPER 
LABELS 



BUY & SELL 
NEW & USED 
HARDWARE 



RIBBONS 

& 

MORE 



COMPUTER CONCEPTS 

3408 N. EAST ST. 

LANSING, MICH. 48906 
517/487/8260 



nWFS&T 10:00 

i Mail OELiEP AUA1LAB 



The GOE cartridge itself supports 40, 64 and 80 
column displays (with the 64 column support for 
ease of viewing on TV screens). The operating 
system has built-in icons, windows, drop- down and 
pop- up menus which can be rotated anywhere on 
the desktop and routines for drawing polygons and 
adding patterns and fills. Within drop- down men- 
us, you can have submenus and scrolling menus. 
Menus can even be placed inside windows if the 
programmer chooses. 

Total Control Systems will be releasing GOE 
Develop shortly, a complete "developer's kit" for 
MAC65 programmers. According to Dave, all the 
features of GOE are also accessible through AC- 
TION! and even in BASIC. (The GOE cartridge 
allows direct access to the BASIC built into your 
8bit Atari.) 



Future GOE Products 

By making the graphic interface accessible 
through the most popular currently used program- 
ming languages, GOE will no doubt cause an up- 
surge in PD and shareware software. Total Con- 
trol Systems is already working on a terminal pro- 
gram and database using GOE's windowing envi- 
ronment. Dave said preliminary tests have also 
been done on the feasibility of a GOE Desktop 
Publishing cartridge. The tests have gone well, 
and Dave is confident they can produce a 
"miniature Timeworks Publisher" that would not 
use system memory for the actual program! If 
Total Control Systems hears of enough enthusiasm 
for this product, they will begin work on it in 
earnest. People wishing to voice interest for this 
product can call Total Control Systems at (619) 
270^0111. 



Special User Group Purchases 

As mentioned earlier, the GOE cartridge will be 
hitting the dealer shelves in late October. When 
the cartridge becomes available in stores, Total 
Control Systems will increase their $50 direct pur- 
chase price in order to not "compete unfairly" with 
the dealers. Dave also pointed out that members of 
Atari User Groups can take advantage of a special 

club purchase. 

If your club orders between five and nine GOE 
cartridges direct from Total Control Systems, your 
group can take 1 0 percent off the price. Better yet, 
if your organization purchases 10 or more, you 
save 20 percent! 

For more information, contact Total Control Sys- 
tems, 4156 Tolowa St., San Diego, CA 92119, (619) 
270-0111. 
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IB Copy 




IB Disk Utility 


IB HD Backup 


• Copies most protected ST disks 

• Copies selected protected ST disks 
to work from a hard disk 

• Copies most IBM software from 
5l/4"to3 1/2 M drives 


• Edits files or sectors on floppy disk 

• Edits files or sectors on hard disk 

• Multiple edit buffers 

• Mouse or keyboard command entry 


• Backup to floppy or hard disk 
partition 

• Supports single or double-sided 
formats 

• Works on color or monochrome 


• Not copy-protected 


• Recovers deleted files 


• 520, 1040 and Mega compatible* 


• Works with 1 and 2 drive systems, 
single and/or double sided drives 


• Not copy-protected 


• Not copy-protected 


$34.95 

• 


$34.95 


$34.95 

*Fastramdisk backup option available 
on systems with 1 megabyte or more 
of memory. 



ANAL 




I 



The spreadsheet for your ST! Analyze! is a powerful spreadsheet program with extensive math 

functions, a full macro language, and outstanding graphing capabilities. 

Analyze! is .WKS-file (VIP/1-2-3) compatible and makes full use of the GEM environment. 
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$34.95 
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caries Atari Computer Enthusiasts 

CPjCE jk 
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Cascades Atari Computer Enthusiasts, CAGE, is the Atari Club 
in and around the Jackson County area. The main purpose of 
the club is to help inform new users and to promote the use of 
the Atari Computer in the community. 



President 
Vice-President 



Treasurer 
Member at Large 
Editor 



Brent Fisher 
Tim Hotchkiss 
Joe Cripps 
Scott Boland 
Jim Boyce 
Jim Boyce 



764-4599 
789-7533 
782-0199 
784-9246 
522-4074 
522-4074 



The current membership dues are $14.20 per year, and are 
payable at any of the CACE monthly meetings, or by mail to 
the PO Box. Club membership includes access to the entire 
club software and publication libraries, along with a monthly 
published newsletter. Any written communication with CACE 
should be sent to: CACE, PO Box 6161, Jackson, MI, 49204. 

Our meetings are held on the second Sunday of the month, 
from 1 p.m. to approx. 4 p.m. The meetings take place in the 
basement of the East Side Lounge at 2214 East Ganson, 
Jackson, Mi. 

Fiahin' Around by Brent Fisher 

Starting off this month, Td like to congratulate Tim 
Hotchkiss for stepping in to fill the shoes of Bob 
Kingsbury, who is leaving us as Vice-president for other 
endeavors. I apologize to Jim Boyce about that month's 
column not including the above information, but it had 
not as yet been made official. In case you're wondering 
what Fm typing about, in last month's column Jim said 
to read more about Tim in my column. Fd also like to 
say thanks to Bob for all the work that he has one for 
the club and to say that well miss him. 

One thing that has been getting in my craw lately is 
the pounding Analog has received from Antic lately, I 
don't think that Antic has a right to say a thing 
especially since they have been doing such a poor job on 
coverage of the 8bit Atari lately. Also Analog has been 
putting out their issues on a regular basis and steadily 
improving their content and appearance since they 
began to publish again back in April. Not to mention 
the fact that they have about 80 to 90 percent 8bit 
material in each issue. 

I realize you can do things faster and better with an 
ST vs the 8bit, but why spend the money if you can do 
what you need with an 8bit? We have excellent word 
processors, and though some would hate to admit it, we 
also have a large base of games. So, come on. Support 
your local 8bit (a bit corny I realize, but hey, I needed 
something to fill the space). 

I believe it's past time that Mr. Boyce is congrat- 
ulated for his efforts on the newsletter. In the past ten 
months he has managed, through much adversity and 
strife, to put out a fine newsletter and I would just like 
to say thank you to Jim for all the hard work he has 
done. 

As most of you should know we appeared at the 
mall's Say kNOw To Drugs presentation. All in all, I 
think that it went pretty well. We had a lot of people 
stop by to see our display along with that of the JC3 
club. I have to say a big thank you to Tim Hotchkiss for 
spending a lot of his free time out there manning the 



display. He had to go without needed sleep at times just 
to make sure that there was someone there to answer 
questions and show interested people our Atari. 

Fm also surprised more people where unwilling to 
donate a little of their time to such a worthy cause, 



to help in 





mm 







and Jim Boyce for giving of their precious t 
this endeavor. 



Anything Goes by Craig Schaff 

Good Moraine Atarians!! Ha v. that was a good 
movie!! It was about a local guy who goes to the war 
front, with his 8bit Atari in his hands. He is faced with 
the impossible challenge of boosting moral of his brother 
computer soldiers. It is set in the rugged remote areas of 
the world where new programs are hard to come by! But 
wait! Just who is this person, where did he come from, 
and most importantly, what is a babel fish for any- ways? 
It all started long time ago in boot camp. Our hero- to-be 
just arrived with his 8bit in hand and wet behind the 
ears. He has no idea what the difference is between a 
monitor and a modem. His drill sergeant, Sergeant 
Interface (or In-your-face Interface as he was called 
behind his back), was a hard- as-nails, cut and dry, 
machine language instructor. He was as tough as they 
come. But as fate has it, Sarge, as they use to call him, 
came down with a terminal illness, a digital decease, and 
had to stay in a hospital and be monitored all the time. 

Our hero, who hasn't been named yet (I don't know 
why), takes over the troop, and leads them on in his own 
style, changing the way people will live the rest of there 
lives (what the hell, it's make believe). From Boot 
Camp, our hero (his name will be coming up shortly),who 
has a sense of humor that isn't un-like that of Douglas 
Adams, gets orders to go to training school 

At school, his teacher was Ronnie Ramdisk, who was 
once, almost, but not quite, nearly hit by a falling 
meteorite, to be saved only by the fact that it totally 
missed the earth. Ronnie Ramdisk is also the head of the 
program storage system for instant retrieval (impressive 
sounding isnt it). But Ronnie Ramdisk has nothing to do 
with this story. 

Any-ways, on with the story! (To be continued in 

next issue) 



Test Drive from Accolade 
Drive away with this beauty 

for only $15!! 
Contact Pattie at 313473-8825 



For Sale: Mark William's C 

Compiler for the Atari ST 
Quite a bargain at $75! 
Contact LeRoy Valley 
(517)686-6796 
Soon, before the software is gone! 
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CAPITOL HILL 
ATARI OlDflERS SOCIETY 



CHAOS is the Capitol Hill Atari Owner's Society, serving 
the Atari community of the Lansing, Michigan area. Member- 
ship dues are $15 per year and entitles members to a 1-year 
subscription to the Michigan Atari Magazine, a free disk from 
our regular library, and access to our libraries and other 
resources. If not using an official membership application, 
please include a list of your equipment and interests. Send 
inquiries regarding CHAOS, mail orders, memberships and so 
on, to: CHAOS, PO Box 16132, Lansing, MI 48901. 

General meetings of the membership take place several 
times a year. 8bit and 1 Sbit Special Interest Group meetings 
take place monthly. The ST INterest Group meets on the 
second Saturday of the month. The 8bit S.I.G. meeting takes 
place on the third Saturday. The meetings take place at the 
MSU Physics- Astronomy Building, Physics Road, Room 118, 
and begin at 10 a.m. Members and guests are welcome to any 
SIG meeting that interests them. Illegal copying, or any viola- 
tion of coyright laws, is not condoned or allowed at any CHAOS 
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President Leo Sell 

Vice President Guy Hurt 
Sec'y- Treasurer Gary Ferris 

Sbit Representative Bill Johnson 675-71 66 

16bit Represenative Brian Goluska 332-4415 

library Manager John Baker 641-4430 

General Pub. Librarian L Pothacamury 332-0558 

ST Public librarian Chet Kapusinslri 676-4539 

XL/XE SIG Coordinator Guy Hurt 484-7675 



President's Corner by Leo Sell 

Good afternoon Atari ans. it's time for news!! I have 
several pieces of news and information for CHAOS mem- 
bers this month. 

First off, a new or stricter policy at the Physics 
Building does not allow the building to be opened before 
10 a.m. on Saturdays. It is the responsibility of a stu- 
dent aide to open it up, and the aide could sleep in... 
anyway, the NEW starting time for both meetings is 
10:10 a.m. 

Another important bit of news is the Colossal Com- 
puter Sale dates have been changed. The new dates are 
December 3rd and 4th. CHAOS is sponsoring the sale. 
Guy Hurt is coordinating the actual CHAOS table dis- 
plays. With the change of date, we lose the conflict with 
Comdex which means we could attract more national 
manufacturers and dealers. Volunteer your person 
and/or your equipment to Guy today. Hell need all the 
help you can give him to make this the best display ever. 

Last announcement: don't forget the October Auc- 
tion. The auction will replace the October 8bit meeting 
(it's a general meeting). Bring your items to sell and 
vour $. We will sell almost anything... with preference 
given to computer/electronic equipment. There are al- 
ways some incredible buys. See you there. 

Other news.. .since the October meeting is a General 
Meeting, we may be discussing certain concerns we have 
with MAM, as well as a couple of very exciting software 
products for the 8bit. See you there!! 
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The Genesee Atari Group is a nonprofit group of Atari 
owners in and around Flint, Michigan. Our purpose is to pro- 
vide assistance to users of Atari Personal computers. This or- 
ganization is not affiliated with Atari, Inc. 

GAG meets on the second Wednesday of the month at Nei- 
thercut School, located at 2818 Crestbrook Drive, Flint. 
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. during the school year, we also 
have a 4th Saturday session for second-shift workers. All are 
welcome. GAG is a participating member of the Michigan Atari 
Magazine. Membership in GAG includes a subscription to 
MAM and access to our large library of PD software, Hardware, 
and magazines. Membership is $15 a year. 
General meetings: October 12 & November 9 
Saturday Workshops: October 22 & November 26 
Information: FACTS BBS 736-3920 Jerry Cross (voice) 
736-4544 

President's Report 

This month is election time! If you would be 
interested in helping to run the club, WE NEED YOU! 
Several of current officers will not be running this year, 
and that leaves several openings that must be filled! 

There will be an AtariFest in Toronto in November. I 
dont have the date yet, but Fll announce it at the meet- 
ing, and in the next issue. If you would like to attend, 
give me a call I will attempt to form a car pool if I can 
get^enough P^ le interested The general gameplan will 

10 a.m. and return at 6 p.m. It is also possible to stay 
the night if you are interested. Contact one of the 
officers if you would like to attend. That's it for now, see 
you at the meeting. Jerry Cross 
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GKAUG meets the second Saturday of each month at 11 :00 am 
in the Dewing Hall, room 305, on the Kalamazoo College 
Campus, Comer of Academy & Monroe. Dues are $25/yr. 



President 
Vice President 



Sr. Librarian 
librarian 



Frank Fellheimer 657- 61 06 
Dan Youngs 
Dave Bryant 



ST Chairman 
SysOp 

GKAUG BBS 



Dale Vincent 
Dave Oldenburg 
JimZinke 



(616)657-2665 



Well, it looks like the summer heat has finally sub- 
sided... gee, I can hardly wait for the snow?!? What a 
summer, I spent most of my time in the house (it's air- 
conditioned) and did quite a few computer projects... 
who wants to work outside in that heat? 

We had about 20 people at the picnic. It turned out 
just fine, even had some wives and kiddies there too. 
We managed to get in some games, chit-chat, eat and 
drink. I hope we get to do this again next year. 
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Oh yes, our first meeting for the fall season, lots of 
people there. We even had some ST users. We talked 
about our projects of the past few months; our DC power 
supply is ready for a trial run. Last week's thunderstorm 
played "games" with the BBS. The new supply (as- 
bled by Fred Farleigh) will help keep the BBS up and 
running after a power outage. 

We had a complete demonstration of the "Pro" BBS. 
We borrowed the system disks so it had everything on it. 
We were even able to add additional users to the BBS log 
at the meeting. 

I have received information from one of our members 
(Celina Acquaro) Atari is showing television advertise- 
ments for a number of its games in New York City. May- 
be some day we will get to see one also. 

We are thinking of expanding our user group to 
accomodate 16b it users. 1 mean, other systems, as well 
as the Atari. Keep in mind we are currently, and will 
continue to support the Atari 8bit machines, but we can 
take advantage of the experience of other Atari users 
that have gone to more "modern" sytems. This would 
open up many more options for us all. We will be 
discussing this in greater length at the next meeting 
(October 8th). Be there, you can voice your opinion too. 

Have you noted the price increase for membership?? 
Yah, it's time. The magazine costs a bit more and the 
UBS .'has U3 be paid for aiso.. We try to keep this cost as 
low a* possible, but we still need your support, so don't 
let this keep you from paying your dues. Remember, we 
hmvt tlm Analog Disks, Antic Disks, a huge library of 
hooka and disks as well as experienced people to help you 
along. Well worth the cost! 

Frank Fellheimer 

Next month: 1. Analog #64;2. Discussion on 16bit 
computer support; 3. BBS title screen creation; 4. Font 
Crmvxt»* /Igam? 9 ; 5. How about some Games too! 
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GLASS Information: General Meeting, 1st Thursday every 
month at Athens High School, room 1528, 6 p.m. until 9:30 
p.m., Seated in Troy, *t 4333 John R Boad, 1/10 mile north of 
Wattles (17 Mile). Guests are welcomed and encouraged to 
cornel Planning Meeting, 2nd Thursday at same location. 
Members only. Mailing Address - GLASS, P.O. Box 99737, 
Trov. Mi., 48099. Phone - (313) 828-1653 (Steve Mileski. 
President) for info. 

From The Desk Of The President Sept. 11, 1988 

To start this month I would like to thank an 
especially hard working, dedicated GLASS member. His 
efforts and time provided us with our first NewsDisk, 
including the location, selection, and utilization of a 
public domain newsdisk program, and the gathering 
(and in some cases writing) of forty- two (42) text files of 
reviews, articles, letters, news items, and commentary 
on Atari ST software, hardware, and company infor- 
mation. He also is one of the primarily responsible 
persons who brought you the clubs newsletter through- 
out the year. His articles and reviews graced and 
enhanced the Michigan Atari Magazine. His attendance 
at the general meetings and planning meetings this year 
(so far) is 100 percent. He coordinated and donated to 
every Public Domain/Shareware software program that 



we have sponsored. And he has been a great source of 
downloads from GENIE, DELPHI, COMPUSERVE, and 
local BBSs. So, without further ado, join me in honoring 
the president's MEMBER OF THE YEAR - Byron 
Johnson! 

The NewsDisk itself (which I just finished viewing) 
was more than I had hoped for. Aside from finding it 
useful and informative I also found several items of in- 
formation which I had wanted for some time. These 
include an article about the DESKTOP.INF file and how 
to modify it, an article about the floppy disk format with 
information on the directory and FATS table, and a list 
of computer stores in the area that handle the ST prod- 
ucts. This newsdisk is great and deserves the support 
by all. If you are the type of person who would rather 
read from hard-copy (paper) just select the articles you 
want to read and print them on your printer. So, just 
bring a formatted floppy to the meeting and get the 
current months NewsDisk free. Past months news disks 
can be purchased from the Public Domain Library. 

The general meetings have been great. Bv the time 
you read this the October meeting will be over. We are 
scheduled to deal with various printers. We expect to 
have at the meeting a CITOH 8510+NLQ (9 pin), an 
OKIMATE 20 (9 pin), an EPSON LQ800 (24 pin), a 
RADIO SHACK CGP220 (9 pin color graphics), and a 
plotter printer, probably an EPSON. We also are 
attempting to acquire for show an Atari SMM804 laser 
printer, possibly hooked- up to a MEGA- ST. 

The November meeting will feature a show and talk 
by Ed Hanson on hard- drives. Ed, who is an electronics 
engineer, has built, modified, and expanded hard-drives. 
He should be able to answer any questions you may have 
if you are considering adding a hard- drive to your 
system or expanding the one you have. And believe me, 
a hard- drive can make your ST fly! I have had an Atari 
SH204 20 meg. drive for a year now and can't imagine 
having to do without it! 

The Public Domain Library Catalog has now been ex- 
panded to 13 pages with pages 10 to 13 showing update 
date of August 23, 1988. If you don't have a catalog you 
can get one at the meetings for $1.00. All updates are 
free, also at the meetings. 

Well, looks like our MIDI-MAZE night will be a go! 
It's scheduled for the first Thursday of December 
12/01/88 from 6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. If you are not a 
member of GLASS and would like to attend (no charges) 
please call me at (313) 828-1653 to r.s.v.p. Midi-Maze is 
being put on for guests and we would like for you to 
come. It will be held in Troy, Mi. (17 miles north of 
Detroit) at the Athens High School in room 1528 with 
GLASS User Group signs pointing the way. There will 
be some (small) prizes for single round winners until 
they are gone. The first prize to be given away will be 
the Midi- Maze program. I would like to thank Ron 
Keiler, owner and operator of Rite- Way Computers, for 
donating the Midi- Maze program for this special night. 
Rite- Way is located at 11557 12 Mile Road in Warren 
and carries a large stock of Atari ST hardware and 
software. So don't forget to mark December 1, 1988 on 
your calendar for GLASS MIDI-MAZE NIGHT. 

Tve been an owner and supporter of Word Perfect for 
about nine months now and am still very pleased with 
the software and support. Now they (Word Perfect 
Corporation) have announced an upgrade. If you own 
Word Perfect just call 1-800-321-3271 for the free up- 
grade. Have your license number, name, and address 
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handy and they will ship it to you right away. Thank 
you WP! 

Good news, GLASS now owns three (3) computers for 
training and demonstration. Aside from our original two 
520STfnVs (upgraded to one meg.) we have just recently 
purchased a 1040ST Color system. Now we don't have to 
borrow parts of systems from members for our meeting 
nights. Also, if you are a member in good standing and 
your system farkles on you (you know, gets sick and has 
to go to the computer doctor) we can loan one to you on a 
short term to keep you in computing while your system 
is in the hospital. Another service and reason to be a 
member of GLASS. 

As a final item, the collections for DSLIDE/PICSW7 
shareware has closed and a check is on its way to the 
author. The next public domain software being collected 
for is SANDPAP.PRG which stands for Still Another 
News Disk Program. This program, written by Joe 
Andrews in GFA Basic, is used in our GLASS NewsDisk. 
We hope to see a high percentage of our members donate 
at least $1.00. to be collected over the next three months 
and sent to Joe. So, get the GLASS NewsDisk, look it 
over, and donate if you like what you see. Let's show our 
support to the writers of good public domain and 
shareware software! 

Look forward to seeing you at the next meeting, 

Steve Mileski 
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Meeting: Wednesday. November 2. 1988. Wvomine Public 
library, 3350 SW, Time: 6:30 p.m. 



George Nosky 
2440 Parkridge Dr 
Gary Heitz 
Marvin Waid 
Chuck Bavurhman 
Gerry Borysiak 
Steve Gilbert 
Marek Kulikowiec 
Tim Feenstra 



President/Treas. 

, SE, Grand Rapids, 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Librarian 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Director 



(616) 942-1527 
MI 49506 
(616) 676-0112 
(616) 866-1998 
(616) 795-7373 
(616)896-9358 
(616) 891-1785 
(616) 957-2646 
(616) 784-6230 



President's Comments 

Summer is history, we are well into the fall season, 
snow is not far off and GRASS is back into the swing of 
things for the '88- '89 season. It was nice to see some 
faces at the September meeting which we haven't seen 
for a while. GRASS welcomes Ted Recker who lives in 
Hasings. Ted joined us in September. 

Your board met September 21th to plan the new 
year. Since this is being written in mid- September, 
results are not available to summarize here. You will 
have been appraised of our activities at the October 
meeting. However, as I've said before -- this is your 
Club - we are very much open to any suggestions from 
each and every one of you. We are using, as a guide, the 
results of the survey which most of you filled out. 

Our kick-off demo was ably done by Art Miller. Art 



showed us the demo disk, Graphic Operating 
Environment froum Merrill Ward. In case you missed it, 
this is the 8bit Atari ST-like operating system. It is an 
interesting piece of software. Tm sure most of us hope it 
makes it to market. Art also converted a Tracball which 
he used in place of a mouse. Thanks Art, for a demo 
well done. 

Brian Baughman did a nice demo of Infiltrator which 
was our September raffle. Steve Davis was the winner. 
Congradulations! A schedule for future demos was 
developed at the Board meeting. It will be published in 
the next issue of MAM. 

It's getting time to think about elections again. Our 
By-laws stipulate that I appoint a Nominating 
Committee at the November meeting. Please let me 
know if you would be willing to seive on this very 
important committee. We should have three people. 
Also, give some serious thought about running for an 
office of a director's position. Yes, it takes some time 
and effort, but not that much. We have a good group of 
people in GRASS who are willing to help. This makes 
the job much easier. Please give it some very serious 
thought. 

Chuck Baughman made a motion that was passed at 
the September meeting. The motion directed GRASS to 
make a donation to the authors of three specific 
shareware programs. Checks have been sent to authors 
of 850/1030 Express, Daisy- Dot II and our own Steve 
Gilbert for his shareware for bowling leagues. This is an 
excellent program that bowling secretaries can use to 
keep all their league's statistics. 

I hope to see all of you at the November meeting! 

George Nosky 




Michigan Atari Computer Enthusiast membership dues are 
$20 per family, and members receive the Michigan Atari 
Magazine. Members are also entitled to purchase disks from 
the 8b it and ST public domain software libraries. These librar- 
ies are always growing and expanding, with the 8bit library at 
more than 400 disks and the ST near 200! Eightbit disks are 
$3 and the ST disks are $4 each. 

The most important benefit you receive is the help and sup- 
port from (and interaction with) other Atari owners. If you're 
having a problem, need advice about a software package or 
whatever, your MACE officers can and will help. That's what a 
user group is all about — helping each other get the most from 
our computing. The ST sig meets currently on the first Tues- 
day of the month and there is a small admission charge to de- 
fray room costs. General meetings are on the Third Tuesday, at 
the Southfield Civic center at Evergreen and 10-1/2 Mile Rds. 

Contact MACE at PO Box 2785, Southfield, MI 48037. If 
you contribute an article which is published in MAM, you are 
entitled to a free disk from one of the club's libraries. 



MACE Board Numbers 

MACE WeST 

MACE East 

The College Board 

Molin's Den 

Down River Outpost 



(313) 582-0657 (3/12/2400) 
(313)978-1685 (3A200) 
(313)478-9647 (3/1 200) 
(313)420-0407 (3/1200) 
(313) 675-4660 
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The September MACE meeting was election of officers. 
Because the meeting took place after the MAM deadline, 
there aren't any minutes from this meeting. MACE 
officers are: President, Bill Rayl; Vice President, Kip 
Kiefer; Treasurer, Heather Neff; Meeting Coordinator, 
Bob Retelle; Corresponding Secretary, Sharie Middle- 
brook; Recording Secretary, Mike Olin; Editor, Pattie 
Rayl; 8Bit Librarian, Ted Newkumet; 16Bit Librarian, 
Ed Hanson; Membership, Pattie RayK313) 973-8825. 

MACE EAst BBS: A History by Mike Lechkun 

The story of MACE EAst is really a short history of 
MACE and a BBS program called AMIS. To discuss 
MACE EAst is to discuss all three topics. You pretty 
much know the story of MACE. Its purpose then as now 
is to supplement the non-support given to the customers 
of Atari Corp. 

During the late '70s and early '80s, a new buzzword 
was developing. It was "telecommunicating," and it 
pleased the folks at AT&T to no end. What you did was 
stick your telephone receiver into this pair of suction 
cups, dialed your buddy's computer and proceeded to 
"talk" over the wires. This took even the best touch- 
typist three times as long to say things she/he could just 
speak in to the receiver. 

To have this ability to telecommunicate, software 
needed to be developed. Seems Ward Christianson of 
Chicago had this idea to leave his computer on all night 
and let people call and leave message texts to him or to 
other callers. Thus was born the Remote Bulletin Board 
Service. I don't believe Ward invented it, but he sure 
had a hand in refining it (in fact, his is the oldest non- 
commercial BBS in existance today). 

Anyway, BBS software was being written by a team 
of MACE members with much of the coding by Tom 
Giese. Sad to say, Tom has been converted over to the 
Amiga world. With the encouragement of Atari and the 
donation of hardware, the first AMIS Bulletin Board 
System was started. AMIS stands for Atari Message and 
Information System became an overnight success. 

Distributed through MACE and Atari, AMIS was the 
standard BBS software was written to. For many years, 
AMIS and FoReM were the only two BBS programs in 
existance, and MACE made AMIS virtually free to the 
public. The fact AMIS is still used on many systems at- 
tests to it's quality, even with other pd BBSes like Oasis 
Jr. and FoReM 2.6 readily available. 

AMIS does have its shortcomings. It's in Basic, but, 
being in Basic, can be easily modified by the intermed- 
iate to advanced programmer .As a current sysop, I'd like 
to take credit for the way the AMIS program on MACE 
EAst is now, but most of the technical stuff was done by 
Jim Steinbrecher, Sharie Middlebrook, Mike Mitchell, 
Arlan Levi tan, etc., etc. Cosmetics touches to a program 
are easy; real programming is tough! To make a long 
story short, AMIS was developed by MACE members, 
and why it is the program of choice on MACE EAst. I 
suppose that makes us the "official AMIS support BBS." 

What happened to the "History" part of this article? 
OK, here it is: When Giese et. al. wrote AMIS, someone 
had to take it home and run it. There was reluctance to 
stick it in one of the local Atari stores as it could not be 
accessed or maintained on a continuous basis. So Giese 
and partner Tom MacLaney had the responsibilities of 
running the first Atari BBS in the country. They ran 
the 'MACE BBS" for about eight months when their en- 
thusiasm for it waned. The BBS had to find a new 



home, and MACE President Arlan Levitan graciously 
offered his home for the board. 

A year or so down the line, MACE BBS found itself 
travelling again. Then-MACE President, yours truely, 
volunteered to house the board for this go around. It was 
during this tenure the folks on the west side of town de- 
manded equal access and lower phone bills. The BBS 
had gained a national reputation and was constantly 
busy. It was decided to purchase more equipment and 
create a west- side BBS, MACE WEST. Except for a 
short while, Sharie Middlebrook has been the sysop. 

About four years down the road, sysoping burned me 
out. I handed the BBS over to Mike Landis of Clawson, 
where it stayed until Mike could not devote the time he 
wanted to towards it. The search was on again. MACE 
President Tom Sturza formed a search committee to find 
a more stable home for what was now referred to as 
MACE EAST. Could Tom and his committee find some- 
one who had the time to devote? Doug Geiss was sel- 
ected and ran the board for about five months. By this 
time, I had already missed the sysoping chores and was 
running a BBS on my own equipment. When the pos- 
ition of Sysop opened up again, I jumped at the op- 
portunity! 

And so we come to the present. After a rough re- 
start, MACE EAst is back again. It's currently 24 hours, 
300/1200 baud. The phone number is (313) 978-1685. 
I've even devised an acronym for the initials EAst: 
Eight-bit Atari source for telecommunications. Although 
MACE EAst doesn't have the greatest amount of down- 
loads, youll find 8bit Atari support in an active message 
base, and the weekly posting of ZMagazine. Youll also 
notice that EAst is not all in caps or lower case.. .that's 
because Sharie runs MACE weST on an ST. 

Having been around the Atari scene practically as 
long as MACE has run a BBS, I believe this article to be 
correct. My thanks go to Don Neff for having confidence 
and sticking with me and most especially to Sharie Mid- 
dlebrook who cheerfully answered even the dumbest of 
questions I could bounce off her. Sysoping can make 
good friends off-line as well as on-line! 
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The Tri-City Atari Users Group meets the first Saturday before 
the 1 8th of every month at 2:00 pm at the Rudy Zauel Memorial 
Library on the comer of Shattuck and Center in Saginaw. 
Upcoming meetings are scheduled as follows: October 15, 1988 
&Novemberl2.1988. 

LeRoy Valley President 686-6796 

Marty Schmidt Treasurer/Sec. 792-6029 

Al Jennings ST Disk lib. 790-1 980 

Ted Beauchamp 8bit Disk lib. 686-8872 
Char Davis 8bit Editor 686-41 70 

Club dues are $20.00 per year. For this fee you get the Mich- 
igan Atari Magazine, support for both the 8bits and STs, and 
full access to the clubs public domain library. We currently 
have 150 8bit disks and 70 ST disks. 8bit disks cost $1.00 each, 
and ST disks cost $2.00 each Check your mailing label. If you 
need to renew or you haven't even joined yet, then do it now! 

Letter from the Prez 

Neil Demo has set up a bulletin board in the Saginaw 
area, and it is also the official TAG BBS system. The 
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BBS is called the Dark Side BBS and you can reach it at 
517-799-3895. The Dark Side supports 300/1200/2400 
baud and costs $6.00 per year for membership. 

STill to Come! 

It's October, fall is in the air, and it's time to turn 
from all of these "serious" meetings we've been having 
and have some fun! This month will feature games, and 
we've got some of the newest and hottest to demo! Al 
Jennings will be showing us Moon Patrol. This game 
was a classic on the 8bits, and has been recently 
released by Atari for the ST. The graphics are better, 
the sounds are great, and play is comparable to the ac- 
tual arcade game! Show up and see this hot new game. 
Neil Demo will follow Al with a demo of subLogics new 
game, Jet ST. Styled after the popular Flight Simulator, 
this game allows you to fly a jet in combat situations. 
You can even use Flight Simulator scenery disks! 

Our newest member (Mike Ranger) will end the 
meeting with demos of Typhoon Thomson for the ST, and 
Jewels of Darkness and Silicon Dreams for the 8bits. As 
usual, I will have a disk of the month featuring (of 
course) games! Show up for all the fun...you might see 
just the thing you want for Christmas (it's not THAT far 
away you know...). 

RelicST to Relish! 

Neil Demo started off the September meeting with a 
demo of DeskCart, a cartridge that provides you with all 
sorts of useful goodies. DeskCart only occupies a single 
accessory slot, but when you select it, you can choose 
from more than a dozen accessories! DeskCart gives you 
a calculator, notepad, ram disk, print spooler, control 
panel and a whole lot of other goodies! Since it's a cart- 
ridge, it doesn't consume your precious memory (except 
for the ramdisk and spooler of course). Looks like a 
worthwhile addition to any ST (unless you own another 
cartridge that you need to keep plugged into the 
cartridge port - like Polydisk). After Neil finished, 
LeRoy hooked up his IMG Scan and demonstrated how it 
worked. Set up was very simple - just tape the fiber 
optic cables to the print head and plug IMG Scan into 
the cartridge port. The software is GEM-based and 
VERY user friendly. It even automatically sets itself up! 

LeRoy performed several actual scans at the 
meeting, and they turned out very well. For more info, 
read the review in this issue.. .(or look for it in ST 
Informer). 

LeRoy brought the meeting to the end with the disk 
of the month which contained: 1) ARC_LIST - A utility 
to list all of the files contained in all of the archives on 
drive X; 2) DEARC 1.1 - A utility that automatically 
dearcs a complete disk. It creates a separate folder for 
each archive; 3) AST_CHEF - Very nice recipe database, 
GEM-based; 4) GOODIES - Desk accessory loaded with 
(what else) goodies!; 5) DCOPY198 - Latest version 
(1.98c) of Dcopy. 
See you all at the next meeting! 

8bit Equipment Volunteers for September: 

Ted Beauchamp 800 XL, Monitor, Disk Drive 

ST Equipment Volunteers for September: 
Jim Fleming 520 ST & Disk Drive 
Bryant Lefreniere Monitor 

Remember, if you're bringing equipment, please bring all of the 

necessary cables (such as power cords, monitor cords, mouses, 

etc.). 




The next meeting of the Washtenaw Atari Users group will be 
held on October 11th, the feature topic will be Emulators. The 
meetings are held at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of each month 
at State Street Computer in Ann Arbor (State St., between E. 
William and Liberty). 

General Meeting, 9/13/88 by Michael Olin, Sec'y 

The September meeting of the Washtenaw Atari 
Users Group was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by the Hon- 
orable(!) Jon Brode, who presided over the election of 
Anton Malje as Newsletter Editor to replace Mike 
Ranger. Jon noted there would be a short discussion of 
Macintosh emulation on the ST, courtesy of guest speak- 
er Eric Tobler of Lightening Bolt Computers. 

Eric's praise for the ST was obvious, to say the least. 
The hardware similarities make it hard to understand 
why the Mac runs slower, has a smaller screen and 
slower disk access times. However, the "maturity" of the 
software packages available for the Mac make the ST a 
viable alternative to spending bundles of $. 

Craig Harvey demonstrated the word processing 
capabilities of the buffer editor in Flash. Craig noted 
most of his word processing requirements are handled 
well, although there are few bells and whistles. The 
most important characteristic of this editor, from Craig's 
perspective, is its ability to retain and display the entire 
ST character set. and the flexibilitv to insert control and 
graphics characters directly from the keyboard. 

Rod Smith demonstrated Word Perfect v4.1 (the 
August release) and praised the user support he has 
received from the company. This system DOES have all 
the bells and whistles, and is probably more word pro- 
cessor than most people will ever need. Rod showed the 
amazing configurability and the powerful features that 
make it a state of the art product. 

Bob Retelle displayed his newly released Dungeon 
Master hint book "The Lost Scrolls of Mount Anaias," 
and discussed some of the features within. Bob noted 
that a portion of the book is sealed so that the hints are 
not disclosed all at once. 

Russ Cram demonstrated Regent Word, noting his 
surprise that it is not a lot more popular considering its 
power and ease of use. Russ also announced the ST Disk 
Special included ST Writer v2.52, a text editor in a desk 
accessary, two spelling checkers with updateable dic- 
tionaries, and a print spooler (including assembly source 
code!) 

Mike Millage demonstrated two game cartridges for 
the 8bits, Battlezone and Gato, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 10 p.m. 

From the Treasurer, 

We had five renewals for August. David Brzezinski, 
Bob Retelle, James Sinkovich, Roger Tanner and Paul 
Walkowski. Welcome back, fellow Atarians. 

Notice to all future and renewal members of WAUG. 
Membership dues are $15 per year, which includes 12 
meetings and 12 issues of MAM. Please make checks 
and money orders payable to Dick Selke, and mail to 
31139 Cooley Dr., Westland, MI 48185. Dick Selke 
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RH@SF@TRW (The Real World) 

[reprinted from the July '88 issue of the SBACE 

Newsletter from Santa Barbara ACE.] 



In the Beginning, there was chaos, and the universe was 
without form & void. The Lord looked upon his domain and 
decided to delare his presence. "I be," He said, and then, to 
correct His grammar, added "am." If the Lord had decided to 
work on irregular verb conjugation first, this wouldn't have 
happened. God would later curse the English language for its 
part, but in that moment, IBM came into being. 

The Lord looked out upon the IBM He had created and said, 
This is good/ That's what he said, but he shook his head, 
wondered what the boys at the User Group would say, split the 
light from the dark and went to bed. Thus passed the 
beginning and the end of the first day. 

On the second day, the Lord summoned IBM unto His 
presence. There is chaos out there, and the universe is without 
form and void. I must correct this and I can use your help. Is 
there anything you can do for me?" 

"I can take care of form," IBM replied. "Put me in charge of 
lputers, and I will take care of form for you." 
The Lord thought this was good and said, "Let there be 
computers. Let IBM have my powers of creation that pertain to 
computers and form." Thus saying, The Lord went off to his 
second day's work while IBM created the 1 401 . 

On the third day, while the Lord was out, IBM decided to 
subdivide the assigned tasks. "Let there be systems that make 
the computer work, and let them be called operating systems. 
Let there also be systems that make use of the computer, and 
let them be called application systems." 
But there were no programmers. 

The next morning IBM had to give the Lord a status report. 
"What did you do yesterday?" the Lord asked. 
"I invented the operating system," IBM replied. 
"You did?" the Lord shuddered. "Oh dear." 
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alone can provide." 

"And what is that?" God asked. 

"I need programmers to use my computer, to operate my 
operating system and to apply my applications." 

That can't be done now," said the Lord. This is only the 
fourth day and there won't be people until the sixth day." 

"I need programmers and I need them now," demanded IBM. 
"If they can't be people -- they can't be people, but we have to 
work this out today." 

"Give me some specifications," God replied, "and 111 see what 
I can do." 

IBM hastily worked up specs for programmers (are specs 
anything other than hasty?) and the Lord reviewed them. 

The Lord knew the specs weren't sufficient but followed 
them anyway. He also made some programmers that did just 
what programmers were supposed to do, just to spite IBM. The 
programmers and IBM spent the rest of the dav creatine the 
assembler and FORTRAN. 

On the morning of the fifth day, IBM reported to the Lord 
once again. 

The programmers you created for me have a problem," IBM 
said. They want a programming language that is easy to use 
and similar to English. I told them you had cursed English, 
though I still don't know why. They wanted me to ask your 
indulgence on this." 

The Lord had cursed English for good reason, but didn't 
want to explain this to IBM. He said, "Let there be COBOL," 
and that was that. 

On the status report of the next day, IBM announced that 
computers had gone forth and multiplied. Unfortunately, the 
computers still weren't big enough of fast enough to do what the 
programmers wanted. The Lord liked the idea of going forth 
and multiplying and used this line himself later on that day. 



This sixth day being particularly busy, he declared, "Let there 
be MVS," and there was MVS. 

On the seventh day, God had finished creation and 
computers had COBOL and MVS. The Lord and IBM took the 
day off to go fishing. IBM hung a sign on the door to help 
programmers in his absence: "If at first you don't succeed, try, 
try again - and have the following ready before calling IBM." 
This was the start, and by some accounts, the end of IBM 
documentation. 

On the start of the second week, the programmers went over 
IBMs cathode ray tube directly to God. 

"We have a horrible problem," they complained. "Our users 
want systems that perform according to their expectations." 

"Users!" the Lord bellowed. "Who said that you should have 
users! Users are the difference between good and bad 
applications, a funtion I have reserved unto myself! Who 
authorized you to have users?" 

The programmers replied, "Well,. ..IBM..." 

"IBM!" God shouted. "You! You did this to my 
programmers I You gave them the knowledge of good and evil. 
For that, you shall suffer through eternity! 

"Let there competition. Let it be called TELEX, and 
AMDAHL, and CDC, and MEMOREX, and TANDY, and 
ZENITH, and APPLE and, yes, ATARI." 

The Lord went through the alphabet several times. "With 
all this competition, you shall still suffer the pain of anti- trust 
legislation all the days of your existance." 

This was the start of the second week, and it seems an 
apporpriate place to conclude our report. In case you missed 
something, a summary of key points follows. 

Users and their needs are, and always have been, a subject 
of dispute. Nobody can learn English because it is cursed by 
God. IBM manuals are doubly cursed, and therefore are twice 
as hard to understand. Of the programming languages, only 
COBOL can claim divine origin. People are people, but 
programmers are something else. 

Computers may be a gift from Heaven, but there's no divine 
help in getting them to work. Because of IBM's initial 
assignment, there are more forms than anyone knows what to 
do with. Finally, chaos was part of the original state of the 
universe and not a product of the data processing industry. 
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Catesorically Orsanrjed Spell List 
The Most Compute and Accurate 

Set of Maps Available Anywhere 
Level by Level Tour of the 

Dunseon 
Specific Solutions to the 

Many Puffles 
Hints on Manasinj your Party 
Roster of Champions and 

Their Attributes 
Original Illustrations 
Cross-Referenced Index 
General Hints and Tips 

Separated from In-depth 

Help 
Over 100 pages! 
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for a« additional I2J 



Unicorn Publications 
3487 Braeburn Circle 
Ann Arbor. MI -18108 
Phone: (313) 973-8825 
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Everything you need to know 
to be a 
Dungeon Master 
Champion 
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See us on CompuServe #76004, 1764 

PHONE: (313) 293-0730 

31172 SHAWN DR, WARREN, Ml 48093 
»«****»»***«** «###*■*#♦♦#*### 
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Call for 
Latest 
Pricing!! 
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•♦"Includes Ramdisk Utilities Pkq. 
SPECIAL! Get Memory Upgrade and 
Ram-Aid installed, SAVE $10.00! 
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For Upqraded XL/XE 256K/320K/576K 
Do Cold-Starts, AND keep data in 
Ram-Disks! No waittinq to clear 
memory! Also compatible with! 



Newell and Rambo XL 256K upgrades 
Price: 14.95 * Installed: 24.95 
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For Upqraded XL/XE 256K/320K/576K 
2 Disks (both sides)j utilities, 
handlers, sector copiers, & more! 
Compatible with ICD'S Rambo XL I 
Specify XL/XE & RAM when ordering 

Prices 14.95 Includes user docs. 
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Similar to Happy 1050 Controller 
2-color LED to monitor status. 
- Switches control: 



Z - 

Read/Wr i te 
PI uq-i n 



, and 
connec t or s, 



Fast /Slow - 
Wr i t e Pr ot ec t . 

NO SOLDERING! 



Price: 24.*3f5 ♦ Installeds 44.95 
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X C 1 OSO 0<=>r-|-t;r- 



X X 



For 
you 



ANY 



lOtjO disk drive 1 Allows 



o write to the back side of 
a disk. WITHOUT haviriQ to "notch 11 
them! Also has a 2— color LED, for 
monitoring Write Protect status 8 



For standard or enhanced 1050' 



(U. 5 . Doubl er 
Price: 21.94 



Dupl i cat or , etc 
Installed! 41.95 
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Now, an Image Scanner for B-bit»! 
Tr an^ffBr almost any picture, or 
graphics paqe into your computer! 
Saves the imaoe as a standard 62 
sector file! Excellent for! User 
Group magazines, posters f * more! 
Includes conversion utilities, to 
transfer your images tot RLE, 
Print Shop. Micro Illustrator, 
and Fun With Art formats! 

Requires! XL/XE with 128K RAM. 
disk drive, and graphics capable 
printer (Epson FX-80, Star NX-10, 
PANS0NIC lOBOi, and many others). 

Pricei Only $79.95 
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Works with ALL your software! No 
handlers to use! Only 12 wires to 
solder in your computer! Great 
for use withj Word Processing, 
Spreed Sheet, Data Base, S< more! 
Has the following keysj Return 



0 1 2 



4 5 6 
44. 95 



Pr i ce i 

Deluxe ICX-85 
Keys, for eas> 



+ - / * 
♦ Installed! 59.95 

- Also has Function 
scrol 1 inq & more 1 



Note: For XL/XE computers only! 

64.95 * Installed! 79.95 
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The 1200XL was unique, having the 
Function Keys (F1-F4). You could 
do| cursor movement, lock-out the 
keyboard, turn off screen, turn 
off keyclick, use international 
characters, and more 1 Now you can 
Have all these on your XL/XE! 
Only 4 wires to solder! Includes 
user and technical notes. 

Kit Price:14.95 ♦ Instal led: 29. 95 
(Not*.?: For XL/XE computers only?) 
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Yes, we have even more products 
than listed in this ad 1 
upgrade for the XE Game 
a'O.S. h internal BASIC 



for 
See 



the 
our 



200 XL. to name 



A l?8r 
System , 
upg r atie 
a couple 



newest cataloa for all 
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Terts^ Check/Hone^ Order, or COO. (alio* extra tite to dtir check) Include 13.00 (or ihip/hind. COO 11,90 Extra. Michigan retidents 

*ic doiam disk* 1 Call or wriie for cwjr latest catalog, lijtino, out other 



include 41 sales tax. Ue also have a great selection of publ 
products. Ue also Buy/Sell /Trade/Repair Atari equip tent 1 To 



ke*p our prices io* ? v?e do not accent credit cards, at this tiee. 




II//LASER 128 



$399.95 



APPLE COMPATIBLE 

128 K RAM 
BUILT IN DRIVE 
PARALLEL & SERIAL PORT 




Panasonic, 

Office Autcmation^yj 



KXP 1080i $159.95 



* 144 cps 

KXP 1091i $199.95 

* 192 cps 

FALL SALE ENDS OCT. 30th 



LOGITECH 

C-7 MOUSE 
$ 69.95 





Portable keyboard with SO 
sound source. 

• SD sound source • PCM rhythm 
source • RAM card compatible 

• MIDI compatible • Chord/operation 
memory (640 chords/198 operations) 



POWER BAR 
W/ SURGE PROTECTION 



CASIO 

HT-700 

$229.95 



$9.95 




CURRENT HOURS: 



MON 
TUES 
WED 
THUR 
FRI 
SAT 



10-7 
10-7 
10-9 
10-7 
10-9 
10-5 



SUN - CLOSED 



SONY 

3.5" FLOPPY DISKS 
BOX OF 10 



SONY 



. i-io 






STACKABLE 
HOLDS BOTH 

3.5" OR 5.25" DISKS 

.95 



LOWEST PRICES 
HIGHEST QUALITY 
XT or AT CLONES 

BUILT CUSTOM FOR YOUII 



<SP Seagate 

ST225 20 MEG. 

W/CONTROLER 

$299.95 



PC 1640 

DESK TOP 



8MHz Processor, 640 K 
3 Available Slots 
Parallel. Serial & Game Port 
Microsoft Compatible Moum 
MS-OOS 3.2 

GEM Desktop. GEM Basle 
SupportsTTUCGA/EGA 



AMSTRftl 




$799.95 



RITE WAY COMPUTERS 11557 12 mile rd. warren, mi. 43093 013) 751-2454 
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